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INTRODUCTION

The phenomenon of foreign brides is but a part of the whole forced massive
migration phenomenon of people mairfrom the so-called hird World and
developing countries.

Cross-boder mariages became noticeable in the 80he pmwliferation of
marriage bureaus and matchmaking agencies was complemented by the
systematization and sophistication of the labor export program of poor
countries.

Howewer, more than two decades aftethe absence of mechanisms toopect

the rights of éreign brides isery much evidentThe experiences and situations
presented in the two conferences on cross-border marriages in 2005 and 2007
organized kg the Asia Paci€ Mission ér Migrants and local organizations in
Taiwan such as thAwakening Bundation,Trans-Asia SisterAssociation of
Taiwan (ASAT) and the Graduate Institutef Sociallransbrmation Studies of
Shih Hsin University have shown that a great deal of work still has to be done
to ensure a measure of protection of the rights of foreign brides as well as the
promotion of their wellbeing.

The picture of the general condition of foreign brides affirmed in these
conferences was further deepened in the two researches conducted by the
APMM.

The first research was on the Psychosocial Profile and Perspectives of Foreign
BridesThe study included the basic demoghg of foreign brides in selected
countries in theAsia Pacif regionlt also included interiews of oreign brides

and hav they adated to their situationAs well, it gave space dr what and

how the situation of foreign brides can be changed.

In the reseachAttitude of Local RRople to Foreign BridesAPMM maint dealt

with the local society whex foreign brides lig.The reseach tried to find the
current attitude and views of the local people on foreign brides and whether
there have been changes — be they positive or negative — to these views. Such
a study on attitudes is important for they also reflect on how the society actually
treats foreign brides.

TheAPMM eleases this pamphlet as in an initiahv&yrof what mechanisms in
the international level are in places that deals with foreign brides. Our



enumeration of provisions from various international instruments comes from
an identification of the basic rights of foreign brides that should be addressed
according to the picture of the situation of foreign brides revealed to us in our
past efforts on this theme.

We hare also chosen to include the pigular case offaiwan whee foreign
brides — through their collective action and supported by advocates across
Taiwan society — are able to bring about siginéfint victories in policies of the
gowernment to their comnunity. As well, the organizing of aofeign brides’
groups as well as advocates for the rights of migrant workers and immigrants
are also experiences that are worth sharing.

We also included in this handbook twconcrete experiences of organizations
in Jpan and infaiwan in handling &fare cases ofdreign bridesThrough
these stories, we can also see glimpses of the life of foreign brides.

Finaly, we provided hee a list of diférent organizations wrking on breign
brides in different countries.

We hope that this handbook shall help in thether empaoverment of briegn
brides.



WHY A KNOW YOUR RIGHTS HANDBOOK?

Empowerment starts with education and is concretely expressed in action.

This pamphlet isgleased p theAPMM to contribute to the education obfeign
brides on their rights. Considering that different host countries have different
laws and policies concerning the entry and existence of foreign brides, the
APMM has opted to instead make a survey of provisions in international
conventions that can be related to the situation and issues of foreign brides.

While it is true that there is no actual convention specific to foreign brides,
provisions do exist in various other agreements that can be utilized to further
advance the rights of foreign brides in their respective countries.

We are hoping that these points can be used in theamcy vork for foreign
brides. Indeed there are limitations in international conventions. But this is no
cause to get discouraged or totally discount them. Instead, such limitations
should be better understood and should be taken into consideration for any
future advocacy plans in the regional or international level.
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THE RIGHTS OF FOREIGN BRIDES

THE RIGHT TO CITIZENSHIP AND PERMANENT
RESIDENCY

One of the basic interests of foreign brides is to gain citizenship or permanent
residency in the host coungrin the curent framevork of nation states,esidency
status is the key to an opportunity to enjoy comprehensive economic, political,
social and cultural rights.

Different countries have different policies on granting citizenship and permanent
residencyVhile there are those who grant this eagjthere are more countries
where goplying br such meansang through dificult hurdlesThis is especiall

true in recent years where developed countries are racked with crisis.

Be it a personal choice or a matter of seeking opportunities, foreign brides give
up their original nationality to adopt that of the husbaMary host countries
are making it hard for them to do so.

In Taiwan ér example the government issued a policy that included neor
stringent fhancial equirements ér a foreign bride to pply for residencylhe
requirement was patently absurd, ridiculously high and obviously unjust that it
immediately earned the ire of foreign brides and advocates.

Meanwhile in Jmn,foreign brides can usuglktay in the county under the
grace of the husbandhere have been issues asell in Jpan about the
nationality of children borne of cross-border marriages that most of the time
leave the wife at the losing end because of her unstable financial status.

In Australia,while the 805 shaved a rlatiwely relaxed policy on granting
nationality to foreign brides, the last decade also showed more regulatory policies
to control the processThe right of abode saga in Hon@ikg was also an issue

of citizenship and nationality after Hongig was turned wer to China in
1997While in Malgsiaforeign brides supposedtan hae permanent esidency
after two years but in ealityit takes them 10 to 20 gars to obtain such status.
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Citizenship is one of the fundamental rights of a persbme Uniwersal
Declaration on Human Rights provides that:

Article 13
Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence
within the borders of each state.

Additionally, UDHR also stipulates that

Article 15

(1) Eeryone has the right to a nationality

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor
denied the right to change his nationality

Meanwhilethe Convention on the Nationality of Mared Women s&s that:

Article 3

1. Each Contracting State agrees that the alien wife of one of
its nationals myat her requestacquie the nationality of her
husband through specially privileged naturalization procedures;
the grant of such nationality mde subject to such limitations

as m# be imposed in the intersts of national security or public
policy
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RIGHT TO SOCIAL SERVICES AND WELFARE
BENEFITS

Social sevices and wlifar beneits are responsibilities of statethe UDHR
again indicates:

Article 25

(1) Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the
health and wll-being of himself and of his faynihcluding
food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social
services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment,
sicknessdisability widowhood, old age or other lack of
livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.

Even the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR) sgs that:

Article 11

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right
of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and
his fam¥, including adequaten6d, clothing and housingnd
to the continuous impovement of living condition$he States
Parties will take appropriate steps to ensure the realization of
this right, recognizing to this effect the essential importance of
international co-operation

It further states:
Article 12
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right
of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard
of physical and mental health.

In many host countries, social services are inaccessible to foreign brides.

InTaiwan ér examplewhile foreigners ae eligible ér the National Health cae
Insurance, they can not apply for social assistance program benefits designed
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to help the poorthe disabled and the abused ¢PBruceYuan-Han Liadrhe
Exclusionay Taiwan Immigration lves,2007).

For foreign spousesheTaiwan gvernment has ceated the'Fund toTake Care

of Foreign Spouses” or simply called the Fund to supposedly be the funding
source of immigrant brides’ social beitsfHowewer,as Pofessor Liao pointed

out in his paer, the Fund was not borne out of gnstatute but meely an
administratie order.Thusjt can easit be scraped br any reason such depletion

of funding source.

Meanwhile in Hong #ng,social sevices hae been one of the hatest hit by

the governments efbrts to cut down on public spendingmong suppot centers

with public funds that are under threat of closure because of budget cutbacks
are those that seve new migrants and single-pamt familiesln dine last gar,
Comprehensie Social Securitfssistance panents were cut by 11%.

The population policy of 2003 in Hongog suggested a supposgdational

basis in which the social resources are allocated. In September 2005, the hospital
fee of mainland pregnant woman was raised from HK$3300 to HK$20,000.
Recenty, the HospitalAuthority even further increased it to HK$39,0000f
non-Hong Kong local vemen.
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RIGHT TO EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Many foreign brides are denied of their right to employment or of rightful wage.

Foreign brides hee to juggle their esponsibilities to their husband and famil
There are instances wherein foreign brides are not allowed by their husbands
to work because it will educe her time dér household choes.They are also
made to become aditional hands on their husbasdusiness or farms.

Howewer, even beyond the household settingshe condition in the general
society is also not favorable for foreign brides to gain employment.

If they can find work, these are jobs where many migrant workers can also be
found — those that a& dirty, difficult and dangeus like the health caggiwers in
JpanThere are not mary sewices aailable dr a foreign bride to be able to
adat to the employment situation of the host counytForeign brides a usualy

left to fend for themselves in terms of getting skills that can make them more
economically productive.

In fact, de-skilling of foreign brides is also a major concern. Host countries do
not necessarily recognize qualifications that foreign brides have obtained in
their home country. They usualy hae to study futher in order to at least
reach the qualifications required.

The lack of employment also creates problems with foreign brides in terms of
her continuous support to her family in her country of origin. Since it is usually
the husband who controls the finances, many foreign brides have to scrimp
from the household budget to enable her to send financial support to her
families back home. Such a situation has also made the foreign brides more
vulnerable to abuses from her husband.

Again, according to the UDHR:

Article 23

(1) Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment,
to just and favourable conditions of work and to protection
against unemployment.
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(2) Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal
pa for equal work.

(3) Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable
remuneration ensuring for himself and his family an existence
worthy of human dignityand supplementedf necessay, by
other means of social protection.

(4) Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for
the protection of his interests.

Such povisions ae further reinforced in the ICESCR that gt

Article 6

1.The States Pdies to the present Co/enant recognize the
right to work, which includes the right of everyone to the
opportunity to gain his living by work which he freely chooses
or accepts, and will take appropriate steps to safeguard this
right.

Article 7

The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right
of everyone to the enjoyment of just and favourable conditions
of work which ensue, in patticular:

(a) Remuneration which provides all workers, as a minimum,
with:

(i) Fair wages and equal remuneration for work of equal value
without distinction of any kind, in particular women being
guaranteed conditions of work not inferior to those enjoyed
by men,with equal pg for equal work;

(i) A decent living dr themseles and their families in
accordance with the provisions of the present Covenant;
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RIGHT TO MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE

Different international conventions recognize the equal rights between men
and women to enter into marriage freely and with consent.

In many cases of foreign brides, free and full consent are not realized. Oftentimes,
they are forced to do this especialiwhen the man has gn“payment” aleady

to the famil. This is true paticularly inVietnam Philippines and in Indonesia
with the poor Indonesian-Chinese espegijall

While there may also be cultural factorsetated to mariageit cannot be denied
that there have also been many cases wherein the woman is forced to marry a
foreign man she has met briefly or even has not met at all.

The following are provisions of major international conventions and instruments
on marriage. In the UDHR:

Article 16

(1) Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to
race, nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to
found a famil.They are entitled to equal rights as to maage
during marriage and at its dissolution.

(2) Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full
consent of the intending spouses.

Meanwhilethe Convention on the Elimination ohll Forms of Discrimination
AgainstWWomen (CEAW) have these:

Article 16

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in all matters relating to marriage
and family relations and in particular shall ensure, on a basis
of equality of men and women:

(a)The same right to enter into maiage;

(b)The same right &ely to choose a spouse and to enter into
marriage only with their free and full consent;
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In the ICCPR:

Article 23
2.The right of men and wmen of mariageable age to mey
and to found a family shall be recognized.

ICCPR also states that:

Article 23

4. States Parties to the present Covenant shall take appropriate
steps to ensure equally of rights and responsibilities of spouses
as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution. In the
case of dissolution, provision shall be made for the necessary
protection of any children.

With regards to the dissolution of marriage, foreign brides are usually at the
losing endAt the onsetthey are alleady made vulnerable because of the complete
hold of the husbandwer their survivalTheir residency in the host counyris
very much dependent upon the husband as well.

Thus, many women are forced to contend even with domestic violence just so
they can sty in the mariage institutionMary womens organizations and ethnic
minority groups in different countries consider domestic violence as one of the
toughest issues foreign brides face.

The Convention on the Nationality of Mared Women states that:

Article 1

Each Contracting State agrees that neither the celebration nor
the dissolution of a marriage between one of its nationals and
an alien, nor the change of nationality by the husband during
marriage, shall automatically affect the nationality of the wife.

Furthermore under CERAW:
Article 15

1. States Parties shall accord to women equality with men before
the law.
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2. States Parties shall accord to women, in civil matters, a legal
capacity identical to that of men and the same opportunities
to exercise that caacity In patticular, they shall gig women
equal rights to conclude contracts and to administer property
and shall treat them equally in all stages of procedure in courts
and tribunals.
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RIGHT FOR PR OTECTION AGAINST
TRAFFICKING

Trafficking is a nalti-billion dollar industy that victimizes countlessumber of
women and even children.

While not all cross-border marriages are directly related to trafficking, it cannot

be denied that operations of many of the so-called marriage bureaus or
matchmaking agencies and even those cloaked as legitimate recruitment agencies
can also be classified as trafficking as well.

InVietnamfor exampletraffickers tale advantage of the pmise of mariage to
foreign men to traft women and girls into prstitution.Another way around is

the women are taken abroad with promise of work and upon arrival of the
country of destination, they are prostituted or are sold to men to become their
personal slaves or are put also into prostitution by the men who bought them.

CEDAW directs states to:

Article 6

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including
legislation, to suppress all forms of traffic in women and
exploitation of prostitution of women.

In 1949, the United Nations adopted the International Convention for the
Suppession offraffic in Rersons and of the Exploitation of the &&titution and
Others.The corvention was erdgrced in 1952.

In the late 9& the inteest of the international comomity on the issue of
trafficking was renewed though more in relation to the perceived proliferation
of transnational organized crime. In 2000, the UN adopted the Convention
againstransnational Organized Crime which contained thetBcol to Prevent,
Suppess and Punisiirafficking in RBrsons,Especiayf Women and Childen.
Article 3(a) of the potocol sgs:

“Trafficking in persons” shall mean thescruitment,
transpottation, transker, harbouring or eceipt of personshy
means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion,
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of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or
of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of
payments or benédfs to achiee the consent of a person kimng
control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation.
Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of
the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation,
forced labour or sevicesslavery or practices similar to siery,
servitude or the removal of organs;
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RIGHT TO AND IN THE FAMILY AND
UNIFICATION WITH CHILDREN

Mary international comentions and instruments put pmium on famil
Article 16 of the UDHR states that

(3) The famiy is the natural and fundamentalogip unit of
society and is entitled to protection by society and the State.

In ICCPR:

Article 23

(1) The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of
society and is entitled to protection by society and the
State.

Howe\wer,the experiences ofdreign brides in mancountries hae seen serious
violations of their rights to and inside the family as well as their right to be with
their children.

In Japan, for example, advocates for the rights of Japanese-Filipino children
have handled cases wherein the mother is being forcibly separated from her
child(ren) or vice versa.

There, the children are entitled to Japanese citizenship if the parents are legally
maried.Howeer, in cases of uned mother who is adreignerthe child nmust

be legalf acknavledged ly the father bedre being bornAfter birth, only when

the parents marry and the Japanese father adopts the child can he/she acquire
Japanese citizenship. Problems arise when the parents can not marry each other
for whatever reason.

In the right of abode campaign in Hongrig,a major component of the issue
was the right of the family to be united.

Article 16 of CEAW has a mmber of piovisions that deal mainlwith the
right of women in inside marage and her elation to her childen.It sa/s:




Know Your Rights
A Handbook for Foreign Brides

Article 16

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in all matters relating to marriage
and family relations and in particular shall ensure, on a basis
of equality of men and women:

(c)The same rights andesponsibilities during maage and at

its dissolution;

(d)The same rights andsponsibilities as pants,irrespectie

of their marital status, in matters relating to their children; in
all cases the interests of the children shall be paramount;

(e) The same rights to decidedely and esponsib} on the
number and spacing of their children and to have access to
the information, education and means to enable them to
exercise these rights;

(f) The same rights andesponsibilities with egad to
guardianship, wardship, trusteeship and adoption of children,
or similar institutions where these concepts exist in national
legislation; in all cases the interests of the children shall be
paramount;

(g) The same personal rights as husband ane witluding
the right to choose a family name, a profession and an
occupation;
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EXPERIENCES IN ORGANIZING IMMIGRANT
BRIDES AND ADVOCATES IN TAIWAN

TRANS ASIA SISTERS ASSOCIATION

Taiwan is home to a sigidant rumber of immigrant brides.

According to the Ministy of Interior,as of the end of 200@here were 384,000
foreign spouses ifaiwan — 65.1% of them arfrom Mainland China while
34.9% ae from other countries mainy of the SoutheasAsia region.

Taiwanese spouses of immigrant brides mnostly farmers and parof the working
classWhile Taiwan has a better econonthan the home countries of immigrant
wives,crisis still gripJaiwan and esults to a gree situation ér the immigrant
brides and their families.

In a recent suvey among matage migrants rm SoutheasAsia,31.3% said

that their family income can not keep up with their expenses, 48.9% said that
they can only make ends meet and only 2.7% said that their income is higher
than their expensegProf. Hsiao-Chuan Hsidhe Development of Immigrant
Movement inTaiwan — the Case of th&lliance of Human Rights Legislation f
Immigrants and Migrants, 2007)

Mary immigrant brides ifaiwan ae therefore forced to work in order to meet
the needs of their famjlinTaiwan as wll as their famyl in their home county.
Howewer, obstaclesdr immigrant brides to be fulintegrated in the economijc
political,social and cultural Bfin Taiwan still pevail.

TheTransAsia Sisteréssociation ifTaiwan traces its beginning to theoreign
Brides Chinese Literacy ®gram” bunded ty the Meimung RoplesAssociation
on July 31, 1995.

While the immediate purpose of the program was to assist foreign brides in
learning the Chinese language, its goal was to empower immigrant brides for
them to be able to speak for themselves and fight for their rights.
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As the Chinese language program developed, it started to offer other various
training workshops and expanded its pool of volunteer teachers as well relations
with other comnunity organizationsAt the same timethe program was
replicated in seeral other major locations ifaiwan.

The literacy pogram was intoduced inTaipei,Taiwans caital,in 2002Those

who taught Chinese were volunteer teachers from the Feminist Research Club
inYungho Comnaunity College infaipei CountyLater on,other activities that
dealt onTaiwanese society andi¥a and &en on paenting vere offered.Initially
aTransAsia Sisters Club wa®srfmed in September 2003 in the conumity
collegeTASAI was subsequentlestablished on December in,the same gar.

TransAsia Sisterg\ssociation (ASAT) is an organization of immigrant brides
comprising did#rent nationalities infaiwan.It has chaters inTaipei and
Kaohsiung and is intending torin another one in southerifaiwan.

During the time of its establishmerthe Taiwan gvernment also poposed the
setting up of a National Immigratiokgency (NIA) which wuld hare a geat
impact on the rights of immigrant bridéis includes the pwer to enter ary
residence where immigrant women live and to ask inappropriate questions to
them.At the same timeNIA had the paver to deport immigrants and en
migrants ér vague interpetations of'thr eatening national security” at\dolating
public interest’.

Thus,TASAI participated in pptest actions against the establishment of the
NIA even though it was still a very young organization.

In addition to empowering immigrant wmen andlaiwanese @lunteersTASAU

has also made efforts of changing the public perceptions of immigrant women.
Via sharingseminarswritings,films etc, TASAT and her members constamtl

aim at ceating the*between-nesdf the Taiwanese and the immigrantsyt
pointing out the similarities between our local biographies and those of the
immigrant women. Stories used to create empathy include the facts that most
Taiwanese citizens ardescendents of immigrants at diént time of history

and that may Taiwanese citizens tx experienced immigrating tar$t-world
countries.
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Immigrant vomens wices often hee strong impacts on sulevting public images

of immigrant vomen as submissyproblematicand incompeten¥ia theater
paintings, writings, and sharing at various forums and activities, immigrant women
hase changedaiwanesemes’stereotypesRecenty, TASAT has futher changed

the public peceptions ly offeringTaiwanese pubic language and cultural courses
on SoutheasAsia taught B the immigrant wmen themselss.

According toTASAT: “We belige that all people have the potential to become
independent and capable of helpingspéinelrto become maks of historThe task

of an organization is toopide gely means and appad so the individuals can
break through the structural constraints, making theirs meaningful, not only
themselves butrftheir societies and commiiesThe objectives TASA ake to

help the immignt women leak avay fom isolation and become activé@pants

in the society

Other recent activities ofASAI included the dllowing:

1. SoutheastAsian Language &yram -This consisted of
Bahasa/iethamesgandThai language courses at Zhongzheng
Community College and the Household Registration Office both
of which ae inTaipei CountyThis was paticipated in ty famiy
members of the immigrant spouses, counselors for foreign
spouses and community members.

2. Southeast®sian Cultue Program inYung Ho Comnunity
College

3.Publication of a book entitlebon’t Call Me foreign Bride

4. Opened up courses in other community colleges for
immigrant brides

5. Participated in the preparation meeting for the International
MigrantsAlliance (IMA).

6.Assessment and Organizifigaining gien by APMM.

7. Held a workshop for immigrant brides in llan

8. September 9, 2007 mobilization against financial
requirements of the NIA.

9. Story Telling Mothers aTaipeiYungjian Public Librar-
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ALLIANCE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLA TION
FOR IMMIGRANTS AND MIGRANTS

The Alliance 6r Human Rights Legislatiomrf Immigrants and Migrants or
AHRLIM was initiated at the heat of campaign on the establishment of the
National Immigratiodministration.

The group was formed in order to consolidate the efforts and strength of critical
NGOs and advocates on issues impacting immigrants and migrant workers in
Taiwan.Founding members oAHRLIM included thédwakening Bundation,
TransAsia Sisterg\ssociation iffaiwanJaiwanAssociation dr Human Rights,
Women Labor Rightédssociation and Rerum Narum.

AHRLIM is a heterogeneous organization that aims to have a comprehensive
movement br issues of migrants and immigrartse basic belief FHRLIM as
stated in its first petition to halt the deliberation on the amendments proposed
by the Executive Yuan (Riwans executive branch) in elation to problems with

the establishment of the NIA said that:

Evey individual enjs basic humamghts regadless oface coloygendey
language, religion, political or other creed, nationality, social status, wealth, plac
of bith,or any other social distinctids suppdrpluial social delopment

and the promotion of social dialogue designed to eradicate discrimination.

Based on this positioAHRLIM frst spelled out thee demands:

1) The“Universal Declaration of Human Rights” cleadtates that national
policies must not infringe upon the basic rights of the individual for reasons
of race nationalitygendeyand so 6rth. AlthoughTaiwan has signed this
Declarationthe ExecutiveYuans plansdr a Bureau of Immigration combine
police, investigative, and judicial functions in a single body and make
immigrants and migrants into a population of suspected crimimaks.
proposed Bureau would focus on preventive control, in effect covering up
human rights’ violations in the name of seculity ask ér an immediate
halt to deliberation on the amendmentsqposed ly the Executive Yuan
and propose that public discussion of immigration policy be allowed to
return to its basis in human rights.




2)

3)
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Given that immigration policy in itself requires comprehensive planning,
and gien the need to pevent abuse of authoritywe suggestelated lavs

be reviewed.The draft gverning the organization of the Beau of
Immigration poposed ly the Executive Yuan is patr of an organizational

law that should be amended at the same time amendments are made to the
related functional codes—i.e., the Immigration and Entry and Exit Law—in
order to establish the terms of concrete norms for a comprehensive
immigration policySuch a policy auld adiress such issues as the spiecif
tasks to be assumed by the Bureau of Immigration, channels for supervision
of the Bureau and the handling of complaints, and jurisdictional divisions
with other departments.

The draft poposal pesented ly the ExecutiveYuan br the organization of

a Bureau of Immigration and related immigration codes are measures that
directly afect the future of Taiwans immigration policyincluding the
organization and authority accorded to the actual administrative organs
concernedAs suchjt forms a crucial link in national immigration policy
affecting the rights of immigrants and migrants. National immigration policy
further contains implicit ideas about social organization that will directly
affect the wg Taiwanese people imagit@tizenship” and identityHence

we ask that public debate on such an important matter be expanded such
that immigrantsmigrantstheir familiesand society-at-large mahae a
greater chance to participate in, and understand the stakes of making, such
policy

After four years of campaigning for changes in the Immigration and Entry and
Exit Lav,the AHRLIMS efbrts finally bore fruit.On November 30 last gar, they
gained several breakthroughs in the amendments to the said law in the Legislative
Yuan.

A day earlierthe Ministry of Interior (MOI) conceded in lwering the fnancial
requirements 6r immigrant brides who wuld want to gply Taiwanese
citizenship. Previously they should show proof that they had NT$414,720 in a
bank account.

Beside®\HRLIMS efbrts inTaiwanthey together withAPMM submitted a petition
to the MOI on this issufl his was signedyt®5 organizations and some individuals
from twenty 20 and territories.




Know Your Rights
A Handbook for Foreign Brides

The other gains oAHRLIM included thedilowing:

1. In cases where a foreign woman is married to a local man,
the wife will not lose the right of abode if the divorce is due to
domestic violence.

2. Established a general anti-discrimination provision for all
people esiding infaiwanThis includes migrant evkers and
immigrant brides.

3.Immigration depament officials cannot inspect arfeigners
documents unless some requirements are fulfilled. Removal
orders cannot be issued without a hearing.

4 .Commercial marriages are prohibited. Matchmaking services
profiting fromTaiwaneseifding spousesdm other countries
will be banned.

5. Foreigners veorking and living ifaiwan will hge the right
to join and speak in protest activities.

6. Migrant workers who are in the process of legal proceedings
are alloved to extend their sty

7.Victims of traffcking can stafor 6 months with medical
care and placed into temporary refuge centers.

However,one limitation of the gains madg BHRLIM was that it did not include
Mainland Chinese immigrant bridéscording to Taiwanese of€ials,this is
because thg fall under the jurisdiction of the Mainlaidfairs Council.

Overall,however, this was still a grat victory for AHRLIM.

AHRLIM has also arked on eférts to examine the gvernments proposed
amendments to the Immigration and Eyptand Exit L& and draft theAlliances

own proposal in order to establish acceptable norms for a comprehensive
immigration policyio this end theAlliance held seeral rounds of public hearings

at which they invited NGOs, concerned citizens, and others to discuss the
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current immigration policy and related issues, including the principles of the
Alliances draft on the amendments to the Immigrationw.a

In adlition to drafting the amendments to the Immigrationw,ahe AHRLIM

also took on several issues—such as condemning the official of Ministry of
Education, who publicly said that immigrant women should not have too many
children because of theifill quality” which was not at all suppaed by ary

solid research and reflected sheer prejudice and discrimination—in order to
raise the public consciousness of the human rights issues of immigrants and
migrants.

TheAlliance purposefullused such international ceentions as the Unersal
Declaration of Human Rights to pusbrfa more inclusie immigration policy
Since the RC is not recognized  most international organizations, has
been the primay national anxiety to pve to the world thatTaiwan has achwed

the international standards on all grounds hoping to gain more support from
international commnity for Taiwan to be ecognized as an independent state
The AHRLIMS stratey is thus to radicalize all seemipgirogressie political
rhetoric—such as democraglyuman rightsand nulticulturalism—in oder to
challenge thesan juanisradition of incorporation as well as the sexism and
racism embeded in may of Taiwans immigration levs and egulations.
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SAMPLE CASES ON THE GRIEVANCES AND
CAMPAIGNS OF IMMIGRANT BRIDES

JAPAN

Lorna Sono came to pan in 1988After two years,she met MrMasatoshiAt
that time, Mr. Masatoshi was still maed to a Jaanese wmanAlthough br 10
years the have been living separateMr. Masotoshi wanted to may Lorna.
But because his wife would not agree to a divorce, he could not do so.

The couple decided to lestogetherLorna worked for the compaly owned by
Mr. MasatoshiHis siblings also accepted Lorna andaied her lile famiy.

Mr. Masatoshi gt ill with diabetesThis eventualy took toll on the coupleThe
compalty got bankrupt and Lorna wasofced to ind a job to suppor Mr.
Masatoshs' medicationMr. Masatoshi waofced to live with an elder bother
while Lorna worked some place else. It was explained to the judge who handled
Lornas immigration case that tlyavanted somebody to look after Mvlasatoshi
while Lorna was at work that was why the couple agreed to this arrangement.
But the judge did not buy this argument.

In 1997 Mr. Masatoshiihally got his divorce from his frst wife.But his diabetes

got worse until he could no longer walk and almost lost his eyesight. Nevertheless
the couple finally got married on January 14, 2000. She then immediately applied
for her spouse visaJnfortunatel, Lorna gt arrested on October 242000

while still waiting for her visa,

Under normal circumstances, Lorna would have been granted her visa a month
or two after they filed her application. But because she was undocumented for
12 years prior to the mariage the waiting time was nnch longefThus,even if

she was already married and had already filed her application for spouse visa,
she was still arrested in a raid at her rented apartment and detained for
overstaying charges.

When she claimed her status as a spouse to Wasatoshithe court did not
believe her because at the time of the raid, she was living in a separate apartment.
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She tried to explain the circumstances why there was such an arrangement, but
all her explanations were not heard by the court. Lorna was eventually deported
to the Philippines.

Gains of the campaign:

a. It awakened many about the plight of undocumented
foreign brides in Japan including how they are being
criminalized because of their status prior to marriage. It
generated much interest, particularly among Japanese
NGOs who could not believe that Japan can separate
families without justifiable cause.

b. It also gt media mileageNe were able to highlight
the many issues and problems of Filipino migrants in Japan.
C. The case of Lorna Sonmost importantly, paved the

way for the establishment of commnity-based
organizations of wmen (Filipina Cile for Advancement
and Progress) and most notably the formation of the
Filipino Migrants Center in Naga which todg sewes as
a center providing various kinds of assistance to
disadvantaged Filipinos and non-Filipinos in Japan.

d. We also learned a lot &ém Lornas casepatrticularly
in handling similar cases, although the system remains stiff
for those wishing to change their status of residency by
virtue of marriage to a Japanese national.
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TAIWAN

Cambodian brides win recognition
(published iIAPMM Nwes Digst - Markh 2007)

The Ministry of Interior (MOI) has recently announced that Cambodian women
married to Taiwanese will no longer bequired to produce documents mving
renunciation of their nationality to apply for naturalization.

This proves a victory for the Cambodian brides and their colleagues as they
had struggled collectily for it. It was theAlliance 6r Human Rights Legislation

for Immigrants and Migrants (AHRLIM) afidns-Asia SisterAssociation in
Taiwan (RASAT) who initiated the campaign.

On March 3, the Cambodian brides launched the campaign in a press conference.
A protest action was held on March 4 followed by a dialogue with some
government representaties the next dg

Earlierthe Foreign Ministy of Taiwan efused to grant them similaevification
after declaring Cambodian documents to be forged.

Under the ROC law of nationalityforeigners nust give up their original nationality
before they can aply for naturalization However, some countriesjncluding
CambodiaThailand and {pan,do not allov their citizens to enounce their
nationality

In recent news reports, applications for naturalization of some Japanese women
married to Taiwanese wre goproved in spite the absence of themunciation
document.#

Campaign for Rights of Immigrants and Migrants Bears Fruit
(Published APMM Nws Digst - Neember 2007)

After four years of campaigning for changes in the Immigration and Entry and
Exit Lav,the Alliance 6r Human Rights Legislatioarfimmigrants and Migrants’
(AHRLIM) efforts finally bore fruit. On November 30, they gained several
breakthoughs in the amendments to the saidvian the LegislatigYuan.

A day earlierthe Ministry of Interior (MOI) conceded in lwvering the fhancial
requirements 6r immigramt brides who wuld want to gply Taiwanese
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citizenship. Previously they should show proof that they had NT$414,720 in a
bank account.

Besides®\HRLIMS efbrts inTaiwanthey together withAPMM submitted a petition
to the MOI on this issuél his was sighedyt95 organizations and some individuals
from twenty countries and territories.

The other gains oAHRLIM include thedilowing:

1. In cases where a foreign woman is married to a local man, the wife will not
lose the right of abode if the divorce is due to domestic violence.

2. Established a general anti-discrimination provision for all people residing in
TaiwanThis includes migrant evkers and immigrant brides.

3.Immigration depament ofiicials cannot inspect arfeigners documents unless
some requirements are fulfilled. Removal orders cannot be issued without a
hearing.

4 .Commercial marriage is prohibited. Matchmaking services profiting from
Taiwaneseifding spouses dm other countries will be banned.

5.Foreigners veorking and living iffaiwan will hge the right to join and speak
in protest activities.

6. Migrant workers who are in the process of a legal proceedings are allowed to
extend their stg.

7.Women who ae srmuggled intdlaiwan ér prostitution can stg for 6 months
with medical care and placed into temporary refuge centers.

One limitation of the gains made/BHRLIM is that it does not include Mainland
Chinese immigrant brideAccording toTaiwanese oitialsthis is because the
fall under the jurisdiction of the Mainlardfairs Council.

Overall,however, this is a geat victory for AHRLIMANd this triumph was made
possible yAHRLIM to mobilize not o NGO'’s but a geat rumber of immigrat
brides and even migrant workers in their mass actions and even lobby work. #
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ORGANIZATIONS WORKING WITH
CONCERNS OF FOREIGN BRIDES

AUSTRALIA

IMMIGRANT WOMEN’S SPEAKOUT ASSOCIATION

IWSA is the peak body in NSW advocating in behalf of migrant and refugee
women of non-English speaking background since 1985:

Contact person: JANE BROCK
Email: women@speakout.org.au
janebrock27 @gmail.com

CANADA

FILIPINO WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION IN QUEBEC (PINAY)

PINAY, the associationis a non-pofit organization of Filipino migrant and
immigrant women workers created in 1991 in response to the need to organize
and empaver Filipino women in QuebecSince thenit has plged a ole in the

fight for the rights and welfare of Filipino migrants and immigrants, especially
Filipino domestic workers and their families living and working in Quebec.

PINAY believes that the conditions that push millions of Filipinos seeking to
work abroad are linked to the injustice we face in Canada. It has developed a
wide and dierse network of national and international@nens organizations.

Contact person: EVELYN CALUGA Y
Email: pinaycan@yahoo.com
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HONG KONG

ASIA PACIFIC MISSION FOR MIGRANTS (APMM)

APMM is a cause-oriented regional centre committed to support the migrants’
movement through adwcacy organizingand building linkageoirf the
advancement of migrants’ righthie nameAPMM was ealized in Marh 2002
and originaif came fom theAsia Pacit Missiondr Migrant Filipinos oAPMMIF-
which was established in 198¥MM is verking with diferent nationalities of
migrant paticularly in Hong Kng and South #&rea.

Contact person: BUHA Y BANGA WAY AN
Women’s Program Coor dinator
c/o Kowloon Union Chur ch
No. 4 Jordan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong SAR
Email: apmm@hknet.com
Tel: (852) 27237536
Fax: (852) 27354559
http://www.gomigrants.org

MISSION FOR MIGRANT WORKERS (MFMW)

The Mission dr MigrantWorkers (MFMW) is a migrant-seing institution
established in Hong d6g on 3 Mach 1981.It is an ecumenical institution
assisting migrantevkers who ae in distessConcomitanty,the Mission varks
and supports efforts for the recognition and respect for the rights and well-
being of migrant wrkers and aticulates this within the larger comumity.

Contact person: CYNTHIACA ABDON-TELLEZ
Director
St. ohn’s Catheral
4-8 Garden Road, Central, Hong Kong SAR
Tel: (852) 2522-8264
Fax: (852) 2526-2894
Email: mission@migrants.net
http://www .migrants.net
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THAI REGIONAL ALLIANCE

TRA was established in 2001 during the proposed wage cut for Foreign Domestic
Workers (FDNs).The campaign was then leg theAsian Migrants’ Coalinating
Body (AMCB)With the success of the campaidhe Thais élt the need ér an
effective organization and thus thERA was born.

Contact person: RATCHANEEPORN KUNG
6/F, Woon Tin Mansion,
62 Kai Tak Road, Kowloon City
Kowloon, Hong Kong SAR
Email: putg84@yahoo.com

ASOSIASI TENAGA KERJA INDONESIA
(ASSOCIATION OF INDONESIAN MIGRANT WORKERS)

ATKI — Hong Kong is a mass organization of Indonesian domestikers in
Hong Kong that conducts adcacy on issues of migrantorkers,educational
activities,and social and culturalvents.It is an actie member of theAsian
Migrants’ Coodinating Body oAMCB.

Contact person: ENILESTARI
Chairperson
Email: lestarihk@gmail.com

JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSION OF THE HK
CATHOLIC DIOCESE

In 1965,n the proclamation o¥atican Council lIPastoral Commission on the
Church in the ModernNorld, it was emphasized that a largeoportion of the
world’s population is still struggling in liship causedybdisaster and peerty.

To promote world justice and a Christian concern andobinerly love for the

poor and afflicted, it was urged that a world organization be set up to assist in
the development of the poorer nations. It is most timely that such a world body
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be formed.Two years lateyPope PauVI oficially proclaimed the institution of
the Pontifical Commission for Justice and Peace. In 1977, the Justice and Peace
Commission of the Hong &g Catholic Diocese was adfally established.

Contact person: JACKIE HUNG
Rm. 302,1Tai Shek Str eet,
SaiWan Ho, Shaukiwan,
Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 25602865
Fax: (852) 25398023
Email: hkjp@hkjp.or
jackie@hkjp.org
http:///lwww .hkjp.org

INDONESIA

INSTITUTE FOR NATIONAL & DEMOCRATIC STUDIES
(INDIES)

Contact person: SYAMSUL ARDIANSY AH
Email: indies_indonesia@yahoo.com

ASIA PACIFIC WOMEN LAW AND DEVELOPMENT
(APWLD) — INDONESIA

APWLD developed fom dialogues amongsia Paci€ women lavyers,social
scientists and activists which began at the 1Bi8isd World Forum onWomen.
The women participating in the dialogues recognized that while law is used as
an instrument of state contl over resourcesyights and gen womens bodies,
it can also be used to help effect political and socio-economic changes in societies.

Contact person: AND YYENTRIY ANI
Email: syiwd@yahoo.com
189/3 Changklan Road, Amphoe Muang,
Chiang Mai 50101, Thailand
Tel: (66) 53 284527, 284856, Fax: (66) 53 280847
Email: apwld@apwld.org, W eb:www .apwld.org
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JAPAN

CENTER FOR JAPANESE FILIPINO FAMILIES (CJFF)

The Center for Japanese Filipino families (CJFF), is a sent mission by the United
Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP) and received by the United Church
of Christ in Japan (UCCJ) with the Hyakunincho Church as the UCCJ local host
church to help and support the well being of Filipinos living in Japan.

Contact person: NOBUE SUZUKI
Room 32, Japan Christian Centre
2-3-18 Nishi W aeda
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo
169-0051 Japan
Tel/Fax: 03 3209 2439
Email: cjff@zau.att.ne.jp
http://home.att.ne.jp/banana/cjff

FILIPINO MIGRANTS CENTER

Contact person: VIRGIE ISHIHARA
Email: chedlshihara@yahoo.com

MALAYSIA

TENAGANITA

Tenaganita dess the bestdr Malaysiahumanity the wrld and the futue.The
groups stands for migrant rights, human rights — individuals and communities
whenever and wheewer equalityfairnessjustice and truth ag¢ denied them.

Contact person: LEE SOO CHOO
Email: justicedts@gmail.com
http://www .tenaganita.net
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PHILIPPINES

MIGRANTE INTERNATIONAL

MIGRANTE International is the global alliance of progressive Filipino migrant
workers in the Philippines and in countries of destination of Filipinos. Itis at the
forefront of the struggles of Filipino migrant workers as well as their families
and returned migrants in the Philippina&hile it addresses the immediate
concerns and issues of overseas Filipinos, it also actively participates in the
national movement that aims to end forced migration through building a
geruinely free, democratic just,peaceful and deloped counts.

Contact person: CONNIE BRA GAS-REGALADO
Chairperson
Email: conniebragas@gmail.com

GABRIELA

GABRIELA is a movement dealing distinctly with the problems of women as
women, working to free women from all forms of economic and political
oppression and discrimination, sexual violence and abuse, neglect and denial of
their health and reproductive rights. It is also a movement integral to the national
liberation struggledr sovereigntya democratic andepresentatie government

and equality between women and men in all aspects of life. It harnesses the
power of half of the county’s population tavards liberation of the Philippines.

The gmoup seeks to drge womens unity within and among classes and
constituencies to wage a struggle for the liberation of women and the rest of
the Filipino people.

Contact person: EMMI DE JESUS
35 Scout Delgado, Roxas District
1103 Quezon City
Philippines
Tel: (632) 3712302, (632) 374 3451, (632) 374 3452
Fax: (632) 374 4423
Email: gabwomen@yahoo.com
emmi.dejesus@gmail.com
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SOUTH KOREA

HUMAN RIGHTS SOLIDARITY FOR WOMEN MIGRANTS

IN KOREA

Contact person:

TAIWAN

LEE IN KY OUNG
Email: hena332@hanmail.net
eulim21@hotmail.com

TRANS ASIA SISTERS ASSOCIATION OF TAIWAN

(TASAT)

TASA believes that all people ha the potential to become independent and
cgpable of helping others and to become mak of history. The task of an
organization is to provide every means and approach so the individuals can
break through the structural constraints, making their lives meaningful, not
only for themseles but br their societies and commmitiesThe objecties of
TASA are to help the immigrant wmen break avay from isolation and become
active paticipants in the society

Contact Information:

TAIPEI OFFICE

3F, No. 264 Long Jiang Rd.,
Zhongshan District

Taipei 104, Taiwan

Tel: 886 - (0)2 — 25159943

Fax: 886 - (0)2 — 25175464

Email: tasat.taipei@msa.hinet.net

KA OHSIUNG OFFICE

No. 25, Sec. 1, Jhongshan Rd.,

Meinung Township

Kaohsiung County 843, Taiwan

Tel: 886 - (0)7 —6817292,886 - (0)7 — 6818948
Fax: 886 - (0)7 — 6819563

Email: tasat.taipei@msa.hinet.net
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VIETNAM

CENTER FOR REPRODUCTIVE AND FAMILY HEALTH
(RAFH)

The Center br Reproductive and Famyl Health (RaFH) was established inyMa
1993 under the Decge No. 35 of theViethnamese gvernment as &iethamese
non-profit and non-governmental organization. Having registered at the Hanoi
Department of Science antechnoloy under the Hanoi Boples Committeg
RaFH is operating in thaelds of gendersexualityreproductive and fami
health in Notthern,Southern and central Brvinces oVietnamEspeciaj{ RaFH
focuses on rural, mountainous and remote areas, ethnic minorities and
disadvantaged groups of women and children (women victims of domestic
violence and sex trafficking, sex workers, HIV/AIDS carriers, the disabled, the
homelessstreet childien,adolescent and the eldatc.).

Contact person: LEVAN HAI
Email: rafh@hn.vnn.vn
http://www .rafh-vietnam.org
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