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AMMORE ges to South Korea and Japan
Cetting the message across

Learning bgether, coming bgether, acting [ “ . e
together — in the pirit of solidarity T

marriage migrants and advocates from
various countries spent one week in ar
exchange visit to Japan and South Kored.

Organized by AMMORE, a coalition df
organizations advocating for the rights o
marriage migrants, the exchange visit wa
held on July 11-18, 2009. The purpose ¢
the visit was to facilitate an open dialogug
between various members concerned wit
the policies and issues affecting marriag
migrants.

The 12 participating organizations in th
exchang visit were: Tans-Asia Sisrs
Associdion in Taiwan (TASAT); Osan
Migrant Cultural Ceter, Korea; Friends of
Asia, Krea; Kalipunan ng mg Flipinong
Nagkakaisa (KAFIN), Jap8nwa Catholic
Chuch Hlipino Community Nagno City
Japan Migrante International, Philippines, | Paticipanbts dfe puio faxm inapan taed went issues facimageamigrants el as
and; Asia Pacific Mission for Migrant$ shared insights on various work that will empowerment marriage migrants.
(APMM), Hong Kong.gathered academics,
community leaders, activists, media

members, trade union leaders and social
workers. Japan Program

Meetings with government officials and legislators were also conducted.

Japan and South Korea were chosen for tH@n July 11, a public érum was held in Nagya. With the topic, “Beaking the
exchange visit as they are majorSilence: Advancing the Rights of Marriage Migrants” the forum discussed new
destination countries for a large numberimmigration laws in Japn, ideologis in Riwan and domstic violence in Krea
of marriage migrants. among other poblems &cel by marriage migiants in the hos country. The drum

was omanizd by the Rlipino Migrants Cenre (FMC), an AMMORE member in

The open discussions primarily focused ohlagoya.

immigration policies, problems with the ) ] ]

policies, welfare needs and education,The peakers includel represertatives from FMC TASAT, Osan Migant Cultural
organizing and campaigning: all for thécenter and Migrante International.

progress of marriage migrants’ rights. (tum 10 p.2)
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Advocates for t.he rigmsridge migrantsaipad shed the basic
issues that they face and the situation of their rights. The Filipino Migrants Centre is oneaofidge NGQrathis.
provide welfare assistance to marriage migrants and help in their empowerment.

migrant herself noted an incease in
cases involving domestic violence
experienced by the marriage migrant
women in Japan. Ishihara pointed out
that the women are vulnerable to
domestic violence and even revocation
of their visa by their husbands.

Filipi

N The second day comprised of the
participants splitting into two groups.
e J The first group met with the Japan

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and two
Jamnese Rirliamenarians in dkyo. The
meeting sought the support of the pro-
labor parliamentarians in the protection
of marriage migrants who are facing
hardships, as a result of the three reform
bills drafted by the government.

The second group met with the Aichi
International Association to discuss the
issue of welfare services provided to

Bk,
condit

mamige migrarite

(from p. 1)
Atty. Akio Najima, an FMC baamember

problems due to the language barrier anoSOUth Korea Program
their forced dependency upon the

husband. Other problems emergeThe exchange visit in South Korea

centered his keynote speech on theyacause their marriage was a “fixedcomprised of an open forum, a small

Immigration Control and Refugee
Recognition Acthat will require all

residents of Japan to carry a new

residence card at all time. In addition, it
will require foreign residents to notify

the Immigration Bureau of any changesgngage and cultural differences.

in their personal information such as,
address, employer or participation in
educational institutions.

Man-Chh Hung fom TASAT, and a
marriage migant herself critiqued the
ideologies of Riwanese gvernmert as
fundamental problems. The ideologie
are rooted from a patriarchic belief that
women are objects. Also, women who,
come from developing countries and
marry Taiwanese lo@ls ae mnsideed
“low quality’ and seen a “gold diggers”,
leading to discrimination against the
marriage migrants and their children.

On the other hand, Hung added, that
TASATs ampaign h& succeded in the

inclusion of marriage migrants’ right toforeign man as a

assemble and protest and their right to
remain in &iwan in @ses of dometic
violence, via the Immigrant Act, 2007.

Rev. Oh ¥ong Mi also epressal simiar

problems experienced by marriage
migrants in South Korea. She explaine
that marriage migrants experience
marital problems and immigration

Migrante

group discussion, and the attendance by
aSome of the participants to several
protests, as a symbol of support to the

revolving issues of migrants.

marriage’- matchmaking done by the
church, an agent, or introduced by
relative or friend. Aceording 1o her, fixed

marriages often result in

misunderstandings because of the ,
On July 18, approximately 50

participants, including 10 marriage
She relayed that in the cases of divorcdigrants took part in an open forum in
or abandonment by the husband prior to S€0Ul- Kynote eaker, Ms. Lee Inkyung

one year of marriage, the women were{T®M Eulim-Migant  Women and
not allowed to apply for a visa.

Multicultural Families Cemer, introduced

Gina Gaborni of
International stated
that women from
Philippines are ond
of the largest groups
of female marriage
migrants in Asia. Sh¢j
blamed poverty andg
the ‘colonial’
mindset, which seeq
marriage to a

3

good choice’

Finally, Virgie
Ishihara, Executivg
Director of the -
Filipino Migrants [The exchange visit not only provided an opportunity for mutual
eienter in Japan|marriage migrants but also served as venue for participants tq
also a marriaggother sectors like the striking workers of Sangyong Motors.

w

support
express
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The sharing of experiences from panel of
speakers: Yadrung Chiou ASAT Riwan),
Allison Opaon (KAFIN Japan), Gina
Gaborni, and Vicky Cabantac (AMMORE
secretariat) provided a background of the
network formation as well as ongoing
projects on marriage migrants concerns.

The second day consisted of a small
group discussion focusing on organizing
strategies. ASAT's work was highlighed

for their ‘bottom-up’ approach, as the
marriage migrants decide on the
organiztion’s agnda.

Most of the TASAT's work is ollectively
accomplished by marriage migrants and
local wlunteers. Acording © Yadrung
Chiou, the key to organization is patience.

Aiming for Betterment, Aiming for Change

Patticipants in the SoutbaKigrofexchange visit met vathapordislators tobplsuppaginst
policies detrimental to the rights and wellbeing of marriage migrants.

The exchange visit provided the marriage
migrants and supporting organizations
with the overarching reality of the

the topic, “The Unsable Satus of status, if permanent residency had notlimitations that marriage migrants are

Marriage Migmnts in Asid. yet been etablishal. Fortunately, in 004 faced with, in their marriage and in their
a law passed granting migrant spouse§ost country. AMMORE hopeand aims

Acording to her, the policies have more protective laws. to change this situation through the

improved for the marriage migrants in empowerment of marriage migrants, and

South Korea. Before 2004, women wh@he explained that, unfortunately womenWith the help of its members.#
experienced domestic violence had nanust wait two years to be granted

choice but to endure the abuse. Beforepermanert residency During this time, (The exchange visit was made possible
2004, women whose husband passediuman rights violations occur committedthrough the support of Evangelischer
away or abandoned them had no legaby the husband and the in-laws. Entwicklungsdienst - EED)

PILAR Menggelar Acara Pering atan Hari
Kemerdekaan Indonesia

Dalam rangka memperingati Hari Uland<osulat Jendral Republik Indonesia (KJRi)kup panas, namun tidak mengurangi
Tahun Rpublk Indonssia (HUT -Rl)ek dan kembali ke Lapangan Rumpusemangat Buruh Migran Indonesia (BMI)
64, PILAR menggelar acara perlombaayictoria Rark. Tjuan dari mrade ini untuk berpartisipasi dalam acara
tradisional ala kampung dan lombauntuk mengingatkan Buruh Migrantersebut. Apalagi tambahan permainan
parade busana sejarah perjuangadndonesia, bagaimana rakyat Indonesiagan hadiah yang diberikan secara
rakyat Indonesia. di berbagai daerah pada zamancuma-cuma oleh sponsor menambah
penjajahan mengusir penjajah dari bumikemeriahan acara hari itu. Acara
Acara yang di gelar pada hari Minggundonesia. Selain itu tujuan lain adalahditutup dengan penyerahan hadiah
2 Agustus 2009 bertempat di Lapangatintuk menumbuhkan rasa nasionalismekepada pemenang lomba .#
Rumput \ictoria Rark-Causvay Bgy. dan pratriotisme BMI terhadap
Lomba ini sengaja diadakan untuklegaranya. On Sunday2 Augus 2009, PILAR
mengingatkan kita pada kampung celebraed Indonsianlndependemr,Day
halaman dan lebih mempereratAcara dimulai dari jam 10 pagi sampalhey conducted some competition and a
persatuan antar organisasi di Hong-30 sore. Berbagai permainanparade on the history of Indonesian
Kong. tradisional dilombakan, seperti: balappeople against imperialism, in Victoria
karung, makan krupuk joget balon danPark, Causeway Bay The aims of the
Menurut panitia acara dari PILAR, untukri kelereng. Selain permainan acargarade were to remind Indonesian
tahun ini sengaja diadakan perlombaariuga diselingi dengan tampilan kreasimigrant workers how the Indonesian
Parade Busana Sejarah Rakydtesenian tradisional, modern danpeople fought against Imperialism and
Indonesia Merebut Kemerdekaan 45progresif dari berbagai organisasi dito educate them more on nationalism and
Parade ini menempuh rute dariHong Kong. Walaupun udara hari |tlpatr|0t|3m
lapangan rumput Victoria Park menuju
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Servic e providers, partners for marriag e
migr ant’s rights and empowerment

The recent exchange visit organized bBesides, there was n
the AMMORE (Action Network fordomestic violence law i
Marriage Migrants’ Rights andJapan to speak of at tha
Empowerment) from July 11 to 18 thistime, and not enoug
year, gawe a glimse of the @vocacy work mechanisms in place, if
of the APMM partners in Japan and Soutlthere was any at all, tg
Korea. protect and support the
victims, according to th
Given the worsening conditionsFMC.
experienced by marriage migrants who
suffer domestic violence, abuses of law#\ctually the cerier was
resulting to slave-like treatment, threat instituted three years afte
of visa cancellation and many otherword spread around thegs
issues in the host countries, these womerAichi-ken community that
require urgent assistance and supportthere is a group o The Osan Migrants Centre conducts programs for martfiage mig

Thus, the_ se'rvi'ces PrOVidEd by proFilipinas  married JFO and their children including running a daycare center.
migrants institutions fill the need that Japanese who were actively

the marriage migrants cannot avail fromhelping fellow migrants, Virgie said. Thig-lipino @mmunity. She clarly exhibited
the both sending and host governments.group was @lled Hlipina Cicle for her fluency in peaking &galog a baic
Advancement and Progress (FICAP) whicequirement in integrating with the
According to Virgie Ishihara, executiveshe also headed. victims of spousal violence and other
director of the Hlipino Migrants Cemer problems.
(FMC) in Naaya, Jajn, Hlipina victims Together with Kei lkezumi of the loal
of domestic violence (DV) began seekingnglican Church, the group organizedMeanwhile in South Korea, marriage
counseling from the center since itsJamnese-Hlipino cultural activities and migrants have found refuge and support
establishment in 2000. later founded the Ecumenical Learningrom the Osan Mignt Cultural Cerer.
Certer for Hlipinos whee Virgie Jugine Tiempo elaed that the membes
FMC reportedhat at the time, the number imparted her skills as a former teacherof the newly-organizzd Han-H
of Hlipina DV victims vas not & mary in the Philippines. Association started as students of Korean
compared today. It could be mainly language in the center previously called
because many of the victims wereThe success of the FMC as a migran®san Migrant Center founded by the
reluctant to come out for fear of reprisals serving institution caught the attention Dasom Chuch of Rv. Jang and & Oh
from their husbands or partners. Othersand support of local advocates,Yeong Mi.
who had no permanent residence statusacording o her Lder this beame a
most especially those without visa, werevenue for research, documentation,At first, the migrant workers availed of
worried about the prospect of media exposure and reference, includinghe church’'s mary programs lke Korean
deportation or losing custody of their the United Nations. class, computer class, radio
children. broadcasting, labor education, and
As a matter of fact, the participants ofDaycare Center for the children of the
the exchange visit heard migrant workers and the shekr,
the experiences and according to the church leaders.
witnessed the
partnership between the Counseling for the marriage migrants
FMC and the Aichi came about when &. Jang and & Oh
International discovered the myriad of serious
Association, the local problems that these women face as a
agency that provides result of fixed marriage either through a
social  services  to fixer, by the chuch, agnts or irtroduced
marriage migrants in the by their relatives. Beause of this eality,
Nagoya prefecture. misunderstanding often occurred
between the couple because the husband
Miki Goto, a social worker doesn’t know the wife's languag, whie
who has been helping the the wife cannot speak Korean.
FMC for the past nine

Sugito San and FMC's Virgie Ishihara joined the exchangd YT and a staff of the More importantly, the chuch muple

participants for a solidarity dinner. FMC is one of the viéﬁ&@‘gropp@tteswd her reali'zed thff‘t they should organize .the
helping in the empowerment of marriage migrants. commitment to the marriage migrants so that they can fight
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for their human rights. Migr ant workers ready

Rev Oh shaed with the exchange visit @rticipants how they garted by opposition VS anti-migrant
organizing a Chrimas party, then medings and discussion about the pr oposals in Macao

rights and welfare of the women, and educational forum with matching

exposure to the Korean women struggles. I . .
P 99 Filipino and Indonsian migant workers arwe

For almog three years naw, they are 4ill on the pocess of empavering p;gpiggg tgreollrj r?]?ﬁr:ﬁ %p&oesﬁévﬁlzgeénggﬁné“
the marriage migrants. Some of them are now volunteers in the Cent&l P 9 g

while joining in the struggles of the marriage migrants in Korea Of Macao this August. The basis for the proposal
J 9 99 9 9 ' would want to limit further the rights of migrant

workers in the former Portuguese enclave and

The chuch leaders ae in the pocess of séting up their avn “Women foster xenophobia among the local population.

Certer” with the help of the oganiztion of Korean wiwes in Osan. Itis a

multi-purpose Center that will serve all women in their area. A petition campaign would start this first week of

. . . . August which would also target Viethamese and
The problem of the marriage migrants is not only the culture but it is more . . NN

) . } " , other migrant workers of other nationalities in
on their socio- economic and political aspects. Because of their count'w

o . . acao. Other than migrant workers, it would also

of origins emnomic and politial problems, theg were forced to accep . .
. “ . A . target the support of advocates including the
their husbands. “Inspite of their higher education they were forced to
S ) L .~ .church and also the local people.
marry the Korean whose only job is farming, or driving or other similar

minimal job’ attested Rev Oh.# While agreeing that they cannot stop the passage

of the bills as the final reading would be on August
15, the proponents of the campaign want to stir

AdVOC&teS In MalaySIa Ca” fOf “hOI IStic up public opinion on the matter for a possible
appr oach” to m|gr ant’s prot ection revocation of the bill as its implementation is still

set this December

Malaysia — @&naganita challengd the Malgsian gvernmert to have a
strong political will to address with holistic comprehensive policy th
protection of domeatic workers in said euntry.

The proponents who include Migrante and the
@Association of Indonesian Migrants in Macao
respectively would also talk to various political
parties aspiring for seats in the Leg Co. As the

This vas reiterated by Tenagnita to correct the misleding eport by the election br such sats would be this Segember

Deputy Home Miger Dauk Wira Abu Semanugop b the Sente that there

were only s&en @ses of maid abusgin the whole ountry this ear. Said anti-migrant bills include a proposal that

. . . , forces Foreign Dometic Workers (FIWs) who
Dr. Irene Fernandes, the diector of Enagnita said thathe actual figue i R c%ntract T Macacg o si3< s

of 634 cases in the first half shows otherwise. The Indonesian Consul%tgfore being allowed to work again for another

alone receives a monthly average of 100 cases. employer and a proposal to impose a levy on

. . . . employers of migrants of all job categories. The
Tenagnita alled for the Malgysian @vernmert to recogniz2 domestic bills are scheduled for final reading and approval

workers as workers with labour rights. They also reiterated the need for@n August 15
standard employment contract for them.# ' (turn to p. 6)

Filipino migr ants in HK hold action vs SOM

Filipino migants aound the world joined the all of their and Chacha signed by mo
compatriots in the Philippines to protest on the occasion of théan 80 groups. The Unite
State of the Nation Address (SONA) of Gloria Macapagal-Arrdy#ipinos in Hong &ng
The SONA actions also stexl the opposition of Hipinos (UNIFIL-MIGRANTE-H
abroad against the illegal convening of the Constituterfgported that the ZRD call gqt
Assembly to puch through with the Charter Change. the support of more than
6,000 OFWs in just threg
MIGRANTE farnational, the global alliance ofilipino migant Weeks of campaigns.
workers, called for a Zero Remittance Day on the firstd ay of the
ConAss. An online petition was put up by MIGRANTE for this baifanada, a street theatef
where thousands of OFWs signified their support. was mourted by BAYAN- |&
Canada while a pres
Different actions where conducted in Hong Kong, Australia, Né@nference was conducted i
Zealand, Saudi Arabia, Canada, Netherlands and the US. Riyadh, KSA. Members {
BAYXAN-U® menwhile, aply "
In Hong Kong, about 900 migrant workers trooped to th@epicted the campaign bYFilipino migrants in Hong Kong ghve a

Philippine Consulate and submitted a petition against ConAgalling the fight as againgtoud and clear message against|con-ass
the “DecepiCon-Ass# and chacha.
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Isr ael postpones deport ation of  womps)
The first proposal was formulated by the government

undocument ed mlgr ant’s supposedly to prevent FDWs from looking for work in other
children and their famil ies ' ceoeres

However, wha the proposal wil do is dfectively take avay
The Israeli government has postponed the deportation othe right of FDWs to constructive termination of contract
undocumented migrant children and their families from August Jif their employers violate the terms of their employment
to November 1. Havever, it is $ill continuing to crackdown on all  contract. As a consequence, FDWs will either be forced to
other undocumented migrant workers which started a monthbear any abuse and exploitative practice of their
earlier. employers or they will just opt to abscond from their
employers and become undocumented workers.
The postponement of the former is due to the campaign launched
by various Israeli organizations in Israel like Kav La Ovedganwhile, the other proposal of the government to
Physicians ér Human Rigts, Hotline ér Migrant Workers Isael  impose a levy on all employers hiring foreign workers is
and the Association for Civil Rights in Israel together with théegressive to say the least. The Macao government should
migrant workers themselves and their children. learn from the lessons of Hong Kong that also implemented
a similar levy but was later on forced to suspend the rule
Meanwhile the APMM launched a petition internationally toto ease the burden on employers especially now that
support the campaign in Israel. This was signed by more than ®onployers who are also regular workers are impacted by
organizations and individuals from 16 countries and territoriesthe current crisis.

According to the Israeli government the crackdown is being donkike in Hong Kong, the levy can also be passed on to the
because migrant workers cause the rise in unemeployment ghigrant workers in the form of a wage cut. This will further
Israeli citizens. This is xenophobic to say the least. It also plansaggravate the conditions of FDWs who are already
legislate more measures against undocumented migrants in itsuffering from overcharging of placement fees and illegal
legislature called the Knesset. salary deductions. Many Indonesian domestic workers,

for example, suffer salary deductions to pay for placement
These policies are not isolated in Israel but is a growing tren@es imposed by recruitment agencies. These range from
among labor importing countries. The Europoean Union itMOP4,000 - 15,000 and even more as the Macao
particular had just legislated the Return Directives Policy laggovernment does not regulate the activities of recruitment
year and is to be implemented in 2010. agencies.

These policies will be the major focus of th® hternational Atthe same time, the Macao government has a surplus of
Assembly of Migrants and Refugees (IAMR) this coming NovembdOP80 billion. This first six months alone, it has a MOP12
in Greece. Which is parallel to th& &lobal Forum on Migration billion plus budget surplus.
and Developmert (GFMD) ¢ be held in the sameoaintry.

These proposals of the Macao government are extremely
Going back to the crackdown in Israel, various groups are askiagti-migrant. Essetially, they promote xenophobia among
the Israeli government to instead address seriously the compliant&e ranks of workers and divert them from the real causes
of its migrant workers. This include payment of up to US$20,000 tof the financial and economic crisis gripping not only
recruiters, underpayment of wages, illegal recruitment and how tdVlacao but the whole world.
trander to other jols easier

It has been the practice of labor-importing governments
Other than this, it is also hoped that the undocumented migranin times of crisis to lay the blame on foreign workers
children and their families be given permanent residency like whavhen unemployment shoots up and the local workers
was done in 2006.# become restless. During periods of boom, the cheap labor

of migrant workers are exploited to the hilt but when
AP M M N EWS D | G EST problem comes, foreign workers are also the first to go
and the one of the first to suffer the brunt of the crisis.
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at: Itis very unfair to put the blame on foreign workers whereas

the crisis erupted when the financial illusions and false

Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants (APMM) dynamic of growth through financial speculation by big

No. 2 Jordan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong SAR capitalists in industrialized countries could no longer be

Tel. No: (852) 2723 7536; Fax No: (852) 2735 4559 intained. Neo-liberal alobalizati lici ¢
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liberalization, deregulation and privatization created the

Any reproduction or lifting of articles herein is allowed only when due crisis and speeded up the economic decline worldwide.

recognition of sources is given.

Editorial Team: Ramon Bultron, Gi Estrada, Buhay Bangcawayan, Makmg mlgranF workers as scape_gqats for the cr!s[s has

Aaron Ceradoy, Vicky Casia-Cabantac, Ade Ahmed got to stop. Migrants are also victims of the crisis as
Contributors: Cristal Solorio, Karsiwen much as the local workers.#
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