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Learning together, coming together, acting
together – in the spirit of solidarity,
marriage migrants and advocates from
various countries spent one week in an
exchange visit to Japan and South Korea.

Organized by AMMORE, a coalition of
organizations advocating for the rights of
marriage migrants, the exchange visit was
held on July 11-18, 2009.  The purpose of
the visit was to facilitate an open dialogue
between various members concerned with
the policies and issues affecting marriage
migrants.

The 12 participating organizations in the
exchange visit were:  Trans-Asia Sisters
Association in Taiwan (TASAT); Osan
Migrant Cultural Center, Korea; Friends of
Asia, Korea; Kalipunan ng mga Filipinong
Nagkakaisa (KAFIN), Japan; Suwa Catholic
Church Filipino Community, Nagano City,
Japan; Migrante International, Philippines,
and; Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants
(APMM), Hong Kong. It gathered academics,
community leaders, activists, media
members, trade union leaders and social
workers.

Japan and South Korea were chosen for the
exchange visit as they are major
destination countries for a large number
of marriage migrants.

The open discussions primarily focused on
immigration policies, problems with the
policies, welfare needs and education,
organizing and campaigning: all for the
progress of marriage migrants’ rights.

AMMORE goes to South Korea and Japan

Getting the message across

Meetings with government officials and legislators were also conducted.

Japan Program

On July 11th, a public forum was held in Nagoya. With the topic, “Breaking the
Silence: Advancing the Rights of Marriage Migrants” the forum discussed new
immigration laws in Japan, ideologies in Taiwan and domestic violence in Korea
among other problems faced by marriage migrants in the host country. The forum
was organized by the Filipino Migrants Centre (FMC), an AMMORE member in
Nagoya.

The speakers included representatives from FMC, TASAT, Osan Migrant Cultural
Center and Migrante International.

Participanbts of the public forum in Japan tackled urgent issues facing marriage migrants as well as
shared insights on various work that will empowerment marriage migrants.

(turn to p.2)
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Atty. Akio Najima, an FMC board member,
centered his keynote speech on the
Immigration Control and Refugee
Recognition Act that will require all
residents of Japan to carry a new
residence card at all time. In addition, it
will require foreign residents to notify
the Immigration Bureau of any changes
in their personal information such as,
address, employer or participation in
educational institutions.

Man-Chih Hung from TASAT, and a
marriage migrant herself, critiqued the
ideologies of Taiwanese government as
fundamental problems. The ideologies
are rooted from a patriarchic belief that
women are objects. Also, women who
come from developing countries and
marry Taiwanese locals are considered
“low quality” and seen as “gold diggers”,
leading to discrimination against the
marriage migrants and their children.

On the other hand, Hung added, that
TASAT’s campaign has succeeded in the
inclusion of marriage migrants’ right to
assemble and protest and their right to
remain in Taiwan in cases of domestic
violence, via the Immigrant Act, 2007.

Rev. Oh Yeong Mi also expressed similar
problems experienced by marriage
migrants in South Korea. She explained
that marriage migrants experience
marital problems and immigration

problems due to the language barrier and
their forced dependency upon the
husband. Other problems emerge
because their marriage was a ‘fixed
marriage’- matchmaking done by the
church, an agent, or introduced by a
relative or friend. According to her, fixed
marriages often result in
misunderstandings because of the
language and cultural differences.

She relayed that in the cases of divorce
or abandonment by the husband prior to
one year of marriage, the women were
not allowed to apply for a visa.

Gina Gaborni of
M i g r a n t e
International stated
that women from
Philippines are one
of the largest groups
of female marriage
migrants in Asia. She
blamed poverty and
the ‘colonial’
mindset, which sees
marriage to a
foreign man as a
‘good choice’.

Finally, Virgie
Ishihara, Executive
Director of the
Filipino Migrants
Center in Japan,
also a marriage

migrant herself, noted an increase in
cases involving domestic violence
experienced by the marriage migrant
women in Japan. Ishihara pointed out
that the women are vulnerable to
domestic violence and even revocation
of their visa by their husbands.

The second day comprised of the
participants splitting into two groups.

The first group met with the Japan
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and two
Japanese Parliamentarians in Tokyo. The
meeting sought the support of the pro-
labor parliamentarians in the protection
of marriage migrants who are facing
hardships, as a result of the three reform
bills drafted by the government.

The second group met with the Aichi
International Association to discuss the
issue of welfare services provided to
marriage migrants.

South Korea Program

The exchange visit in South Korea
comprised of an open forum, a small
group discussion, and the attendance by
some of the participants to several
protests, as a symbol of support to the
revolving issues of migrants.

On July 15th, approximately 50
participants, including 10 marriage
migrants took part in an open forum in
Seoul. Keynote speaker, Ms. Lee Inkyoung
from Eulim-Migrant Women and
Multicultural Families Center, introduced

Advocates for the rights of marriage migrants in Japan shared the basic condition of marriage migrants, the
issues that they face and the situation of their rights. The Filipino Migrants Centre is one of the NGOs that
provide welfare assistance to marriage migrants and help in their empowerment.

The exchange visit not only provided an opportunity for mutual support among
marriage migrants but also served as venue for participants to express support to
other sectors like the striking workers of Sangyong Motors.
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the topic, “The Unstable Status of
Marriage Migrants in Asia.”

According to her, the policies have
improved for the marriage migrants in
South Korea. Before 2004, women who
experienced domestic violence had no
choice but to endure the abuse. Before
2004, women whose husband passed
away or abandoned them had no legal

status, if permanent residency had not
yet been established. Fortunately, in 2004
a law passed granting migrant spouses
more protective laws.

She explained that, unfortunately women
must wait two years to be granted
permanent residency. During this time,
human rights violations occur committed
by the husband and the in-laws.

The sharing of experiences from panel of
speakers: Yadrung Chiou (TASAT Taiwan),
Allison Opaon (KAFIN Japan), Gina
Gaborni, and Vicky Cabantac (AMMORE
secretariat) provided a background of the
network formation as well as ongoing
projects on marriage migrants concerns.

The second day consisted of a small
group discussion focusing on organizing
strategies. TASAT’s work was highlighted
for their ‘bottom-up’ approach, as the
marriage migrants decide on the
organization’s agenda.

Most of the TASAT’s work is collectively
accomplished by marriage migrants and
local volunteers. According to Yadrung
Chiou, the key to organization is patience.

Aiming for Betterment, Aiming for Change

The exchange visit provided the marriage
migrants and supporting organizations
with the overarching reality of the
limitations that marriage migrants are
faced with, in their marriage and in their
host country. AMMORE hopes and aims
to change this situation through the
empowerment of marriage migrants, and
with the help of its members.#

(The exchange visit was made possible
through the support of Evangelischer
Entwicklungsdienst - EED)

Dalam rangka memperingati Hari Ulang
Tahun Republik Indonesia (HUT -RI) ke
64, PILAR menggelar acara perlombaan
tradisional ala kampung dan lomba
parade busana sejarah perjuangan
rakyat Indonesia.

Acara yang di gelar  pada hari Minggu,
2 Agustus 2009 bertempat di Lapangan
Rumput Victoria Park-Causway Bay.
Lomba ini sengaja diadakan untuk
mengingatkan kita pada kampung
halaman dan lebih mempererat
persatuan antar organisasi di Hong
Kong.

Menurut panitia acara dari PILAR, untuk
tahun ini sengaja diadakan perlombaan
Parade Busana Sejarah Rakyat
Indonesia Merebut Kemerdekaan 45.
Parade ini menempuh rute dari
lapangan rumput Victoria Park menuju

Kosulat Jendral Republik Indonesia (KJRI)
dan kembali ke Lapangan Rumput
Victoria Park. Tujuan dari parade ini
untuk mengingatkan  Buruh Migran
Indonesia,  bagaimana rakyat Indonesia
di berbagai daerah pada zaman
penjajahan mengusir penjajah dari bumi
Indonesia. Selain itu tujuan lain adalah
untuk menumbuhkan rasa nasionalisme
dan pratriotisme BMI terhadap
negaranya.

Acara dimulai dari jam 10 pagi  sampai
6.30 sore. Berbagai permainan
tradisional dilombakan, seperti: balap
karung, makan krupuk joget balon dan
lari kelereng. Selain permainan acara
juga diselingi dengan tampilan kreasi
kesenian tradisional, modern  dan
progresif dari berbagai organisasi di
Hong Kong.  Walaupun udara hari itu

cukup panas, namun tidak mengurangi
semangat Buruh Migran Indonesia (BMI)
untuk berpartisipasi dalam acara
tersebut. Apalagi tambahan permainan
dan hadiah yang diberikan secara
cuma-cuma oleh sponsor menambah
kemeriahan acara  hari itu. Acara
ditutup dengan penyerahan hadiah
kepada pemenang lomba .#

On Sunday, 2 August 2009, PILAR
celebrated Indonesian Independence Day.
They conducted some competition and a
parade on the history of Indonesian
people against imperialism, in Victoria
Park, Caueseway Bay. The aims of the
parade were to remind Indonesian
migrant workers how the Indonesian
people fought against Imperialism and
to educate them more on nationalism and
patriotism.

PILAR Menggelar Acara Pering atan Hari
Kemerdekaan Indonesia

Participants in the South Korea leg of exchange visit met with pro-labor legislators to lobby support against
policies detrimental to the rights and wellbeing of marriage migrants.
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The recent exchange visit organized by
the AMMORE (Action Network for
Marriage Migrants’ Rights and
Empowerment) from July 11 to 18 this
year, gave a glimpse of the advocacy work
of the APMM partners in Japan and South
Korea.

Given the worsening conditions
experienced by marriage migrants who
suffer domestic violence, abuses of laws
resulting to slave-like treatment, threat
of visa cancellation and many other
issues in the host countries, these women
require urgent assistance and support.
Thus, the services provided by pro-
migrants institutions fill the need that
the marriage migrants cannot avail from
the both sending and host governments.

According to Virgie Ishihara, executive
director of the Filipino Migrants Center
(FMC) in Nagoya, Japan, Filipina victims
of domestic violence (DV) began seeking
counseling from the center since its
establishment in 2000.

FMC reported that at the time, the number
of Filipina DV victims was not as many
compared today. It could be mainly
because many of the victims were
reluctant to come out for fear of reprisals
from their husbands or partners.  Others
who had no permanent residence status,
most especially those without visa, were
worried about the prospect of
deportation or losing custody of their
children.

Servic e providers, partners for marriag e
migr ant ’s rights and empowerment

Besides, there was no
domestic violence law in
Japan to speak of at that
time, and not enough
mechanisms in place, if
there was any at all, to
protect and support the
victims, according to the
FMC.

Actually, the center was
instituted three years after
word spread around the
Aichi-ken community that
there is a group of
Filipinas married to
Japanese who were actively
helping fellow migrants, Virgie said. This
group was called Filipina Circle for
Advancement and Progress (FICAP) which
she also headed.

Together with Kei Ikezumi of the local
Anglican Church, the group organized
Japanese-Filipino cultural activities and
later founded the Ecumenical Learning
Center for Filipinos where Virgie
imparted her skills as a former teacher
in the Philippines.

The success of the FMC as a migrant-
serving institution caught the attention
and support  of local advocates,
according to her. Later this became a
venue for research, documentation,
media exposure and reference, including
the United Nations.

As a matter of fact, the participants of
the exchange visit heard
the experiences and
witnessed  the
partnership between the
FMC and the Aichi
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Association, the local
agency that provides
social services to
marriage migrants in the
Nagoya prefecture.

Miki Goto, a social worker
who has been helping the
FMC for the past nine
years and a staff of the
AIA, attested her
commitment to the

Filipino community. She clearly exhibited
her fluency in speaking Tagalog, a basic
requirement in integrating with the
victims of spousal violence and other
problems.

Meanwhile in South Korea, marriage
migrants have found refuge and support
from the Osan Migrant Cultural Center.
Justine Tiempo related that the members
of the newly-organized Han-Fil
Association started as students of Korean
language in the center previously called
Osan Migrant Center founded by the
Dasom Church of Rev. Jang and Rev. Oh
Yeong Mi.

At first, the migrant workers availed of
the church’s many programs like Korean
class, computer class, radio
broadcasting, labor education, and
Daycare Center for the children of the
migrant workers and the shelter,
according to the church leaders.

Counseling for the marriage migrants
came about when Rev. Jang and Rev. Oh
discovered the myriad of serious
problems that these women face as a
result of fixed marriage either through a
fixer, by the church, agents or introduced
by their relatives. Because of this reality,
misunderstanding often occurred
between the couple because the husband
doesn’t know the wife’s language, while
the wife cannot speak Korean.

More importantly, the church couple
realized that they should organize the
marriage migrants so that they can fight

Sugito San and FMC's Virgie Ishihara joined the exchange visit
participants for a solidarity dinner. FMC is one of the various groups
helping in the empowerment of marriage migrants.

The Osan Migrants Centre conducts programs for marriage migrants
and their children including running a daycare center.
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for their human rights.

Rev. Oh shared with the exchange visit participants how they started by
organizing a Christmas party, then meetings and discussion about the
rights and welfare of the women, and educational forum with matching
exposure to the Korean women struggles.

For almost three years now, they are still on the process of empowering
the marriage migrants. Some of them are now volunteers in the Center
while  joining in the struggles of the marriage migrants in Korea.

The church leaders are in the process of setting up their own “Women
Center,” with the help of the organization of Korean wives in Osan. It is a
multi-purpose Center that will serve all women in their area.

The problem of the marriage migrants is not only the culture but it is more
on their socio- economic and political aspects. Because of their country
of origin’s economic and political problems, they were forced to accept
their husbands. “Inspite of their higher education they were forced to
marry the Korean whose only job is farming, or driving or other similar
minimal job,” attested Rev Oh.#

Migr ant workers ready
opposition vs anti-migrant

pr oposals in Macao

Filipino and Indonesian migrant workers are
preparing their ranks to oppose two anti-migrant
proposals brought forth in the Legislative Council
of Macao this August. The basis for the proposal
would want to limit further the rights of migrant
workers in the former Portuguese enclave and
foster xenophobia among the local population.

A petition campaign would start this first week of
August which would also target Vietnamese and
other migrant workers of other nationalities in
Macao. Other than migrant workers, it would also
target the support of advocates including the
church and also the local people.

While agreeing that they cannot stop the passage
of the bills as the final reading would be on August
15, the proponents of the campaign want to stir
up public opinion on the matter for a possible
revocation of the bill as its implementation is still
set this December.

The proponents who include Migrante and the
Association of Indonesian Migrants in Macao
respectively would also talk to various political
parties aspiring for seats in the Leg Co. As the
election for such seats would be this September.

Said anti-migrant bills include a proposal that
forces Foreign Domestic Workers (FDWs) who
break their contract to leave Macao for six months
before being allowed to work again for another
employer and a proposal to impose a levy on
employers of migrants of all job categories. The
bills are scheduled for final reading and approval
on August 15.

Advocates in Malaysia call for “hol ist ic
appr oach” to migr ant ’s protection

Malaysia —  Tenaganita challenged the Malaysian government to have a
strong political will to address with holistic comprehensive policy the
protection of domestic workers in said country.

This was reiterated by Tenaganita to correct the misleading report by the
Deputy Home Mister Datuk Wira Abu Seman Yusop to the Senate that there
were only seven cases of maid abuses in the whole country this year.

Dr. Irene Fernandes, the director of Tenaganita said that the actual figure
of 634 cases in the first half shows otherwise. The Indonesian Consulate
alone receives a monthly average of 100 cases.

Tenaganita called for the Malaysian government to recognize domestic
workers as workers with labour rights. They also reiterated the need for a
standard employment contract for them.#
 

Fil ipino migr ants in HK hold action vs SONA
Filipino migrants around the world joined the call of their
compatriots in the Philippines to protest on the occasion of the
State of the Nation Address (SONA) of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.
The SONA actions also showed the opposition of Filipinos
abroad against the illegal convening of the Constitutent
Assembly to puch through with the Charter Change.

MIGRANTE International, the global alliance of Filipino migrant
workers, called for a Zero Remittance Day on the firstd ay of the
ConAss. An online petition was put up by MIGRANTE for this call
where thousands of OFWs signified their support.

Different actions where conducted in Hong Kong, Australia, New
Zealand, Saudi Arabia, Canada, Netherlands and the US.

In Hong Kong, about 900 migrant workers trooped to the
Philippine Consulate and submitted a petition against ConAss

and Chacha signed by more
than 80 groups. The United
Filipinos in Hong Kong
(UNIFIL-MIGRANTE-HK)
reported that the ZRD call got
the support of more than
6,000 OFWs in just three
weeks of campaigns.

In Canada, a street theater
was mounted by BAYAN-
Canada while a press
conference was conducted in
Riyadh, KSA. Members of
BAYAN-USA meanwhile, aptly
depicted the campaign by
calling the fight as against
the “DeceptiCon-Ass”.#

Filipino migrants in Hong Kong gave a
loud and clear message against con-ass
and chacha.

(turn to p. 6)
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Israel postpones deport ation of
undocument ed migr ant ’s

children and their famil ies

The Israeli government has postponed the deportation of
undocumented migrant children and their families from August 1
to November 1. However, it is sti ll continuing to crackdown on all
other undocumented migrant workers which started a month
earlier.

The postponement of the former is due to the campaign launched
by various Israeli organizations in Israel like Kav La Oved,
Physicians for Human Rights, Hotline for Migrant Workers Israel
and the Association for Civil Rights in Israel together with the
migrant workers themselves and their children.

Meanwhile the APMM launched a petition internationally to
support the campaign in Israel. This was signed by more than 50
organizations and individuals from 16 countries and territories.

According to the Israeli government the crackdown is being done
because migrant workers cause the rise in unemeployment of
Israeli citizens. This is xenophobic to say the least. It also plans to
legislate more measures against undocumented migrants in its
legislature called the Knesset.

These policies are not isolated in Israel but is a growing trend
among labor importing countries. The Europoean Union in
particular had just legislated the Return Directives Policy last
year and is to be implemented in 2010.

These policies will be the major focus of the 2nd International
Assembly of Migrants and Refugees (IAMR) this coming November
in Greece. Which is parallel to the 3rd Global Forum on Migration
and Development (GFMD) to be held in the same country.

Going back to the crackdown in Israel, various groups are asking
the Israeli government to instead address seriously the compliants
of its migrant workers. This include payment of up to US$20,000 to
recruiters, underpayment of wages, illegal recruitment and how to
transfer to other jobs easier.

Other than this, it is also hoped that the undocumented migrant
children and their families be given permanent residency like what
was done in 2006.#

The first proposal was formulated by the government
supposedly to prevent FDWs from looking for work in other
job categories.

However, what the proposal will do is effectively take away
the right of FDWs to constructive termination of contract
if their employers violate the terms of their employment
contract. As a consequence, FDWs will either be forced to
bear any abuse and exploitative practice of their
employers or they will just opt to abscond from their
employers and become undocumented workers.

Meanwhile, the other proposal of the government to
impose a levy on all employers hiring foreign workers is
regressive to say the least. The Macao government should
learn from the lessons of Hong Kong that also implemented
a similar levy but was later on forced to suspend the rule
to ease the burden on employers especially now that
employers who are also regular workers are impacted by
the current crisis.

Like in Hong Kong, the levy can also be passed on to the
migrant workers in the form of a wage cut. This will further
aggravate the conditions of FDWs who are already
suffering from overcharging of placement fees and illegal
salary deductions. Many Indonesian domestic workers,
for example, suffer salary deductions to pay for placement
fees imposed by recruitment agencies. These range from
MOP4,000 - 15,000 and even more as the Macao
government does not regulate the activities of recruitment
agencies.

At the same time, the Macao government has a surplus of
MOP80 billion. This first six months alone, it has a MOP12
billion plus budget surplus.

These proposals of the Macao government are extremely
anti-migrant. Essentially, they promote xenophobia among
the ranks of workers and divert them from the real causes
of the financial and economic crisis gripping not only
Macao but the whole world.

It has been the practice of labor-importing governments
in times of crisis to lay the blame on foreign workers
when unemployment shoots up and the local workers
become restless. During periods of boom, the cheap labor
of migrant workers are exploited to the hilt but when
problem comes, foreign workers are also the first to go
and the one of the first to suffer the brunt of the crisis.

It is very unfair to put the blame on foreign workers whereas
the crisis erupted when the financial illusions and false
dynamic of growth through financial speculation by big
capitalists in industrialized countries could no longer be
maintained. Neo-liberal globalization policies of
liberalization, deregulation and privatization created the
crisis and speeded up the economic decline worldwide.
 
Making migrant workers as scapegoats for the crisis has
got to stop. Migrants are also victims of the crisis as
much as the local workers.#

(from p.5)


