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HUMAN LABOR TRAFFICKING was the core of the topic in a seminar organized by the
Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants (APMM) in Taiwan.

Held in cooperation with the Alliance for Human Rights Legislation for Immigrants
and Migrants (AHRLIM), the Seminar on Legal Labor Practices and Human Labor
Trafficking in Taiwan talked about the prevalence of human trafficking in Taiwan and
how government can improve its policies, systems and services to curb it. The Hao
Ran Foundation and the Legal Aid Foundation supported the said seminar.

Speakers from both the government and non-governmental sector provided good input
for the more than 50 participants in the seminar.
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Students, academics, migrant workers and members of civil society pondered on the anti-trafficking
law in Taiwan and how effective it is to address said issue.

(cont. to p. 2)
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The morning session was given to the
representatives of the Council of Labor
Affairs (CLA), National Immigration
Agency and the quasi-governmental
Legal Aid Foundation to discuss the
processes and challenges they face in
resolving the issue of human
trafficking.

While the anti-trafficking law was seen
as a step forward in solving human
trafficking, much has to be done.
Government leaders and personnel
need to be trained in having a more
cohesive understanding of the law and
better coordination with regard to their
implementation of it. It is the conflicting
interpretations of the law and the lack
of coordination among agencies that
put victims of human trafficking into
greater insecurity instead of accessing
immediate protection.

Tsai Meng Liang of the CLA was the first
speaker of the morning session and he
discussed the challenges they face in
helping migrant workers. In gist, he
stated that it was the inadequacy of
resources and instruments of the CLA
as well as the “un-cooperativeness” of
migrant workers that hinder their
success in curbing human trafficking.

Chang Su-Hom, chairperson of NIA’s
Immigration Affairs Division, focused
on the development of the said law.
While highlighting the influence of the
US government’s pressure in cracking
down human trafficking, she praised the
non-governmental organizations that
have actively demanded for the drafting
and enacting of the said law.

Sun Tse-Feng of
the Legal Aid
F o u n d a t i o n
highlighted the
need for the
government to
ensure protection
of human
t r a f f i c k i n g
victims at all
t imes. It is the
very long and
tedious process
of identification,
she said, that put
victims in greater
risk as they are
subjected to
interrogation and
sometimes even
identif ied as

criminals and hence unjustly punished.

The afternoon session, on the other
hand, had the academe, labor sector
and the migrant sector tackled the
problems encountered by migrants and
how government policies and practices
tend to aggravate their situation.

Allison Lee of the National Immigration
Labor Rights Association (NILRA) stated
how they managed successfully in
incorporating bonded labor in defining
human trafficking in the said law. It was
a feat she said to have it included as

various organizations have differing
views on the said situation. In her
presentation, Lee likewise stated the
sufferings experienced by migrant
workers at the hands of their employers
and even government agencies who are
supposed to assist them.

Yuan-Hao Liao, associate professor of
law in the National Chengchi University
College of Law and a member of the
platform that helped in drafting the
anti-tr afficking law, put the spotlight
on the various forms of exploitation
and abuse that migrant workers
experience . He stated that these cases
put migrant workers virtually in a
slave-like situation which they find very
difficult to get away from.  He stated
then that such unlawful practices by
employers should be criminalized and
hence worthy of punishment.

Dave Chang, chairperson of Migrante
Taiwan and one of the afternoon panel
speakers, raised the various cases of
human trafficking that his organization
has documented and addressed. He
highlighted how the broker system puts
migrant workers in debt bondage and
further subjects them to greater
exploitation. As an example, he
mentioned the case of Jiang Chang
workers who were identified by the
Taiwan court as victims of human
trafficking.

Prof. Bruce Liao, an active advocate for the rights of foreign workers,
expounded on the slave-like situation of migrant workers in Taiwan.

The seminar included panel presentations of representatives of various agencies of the Taiwan
government on the implementation of anti-trafficking laws. Members of civil society were also
given opportunity to give their reactions.
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In both plenaries and open forums, it
was the CLA that received the most
flack. As human trafficking remains
unaddressed, local and migrant
organizations vouched that it is the
victims of human trafficking and
bonded labor (i.e. runaway migrant
workers) who are being targeted and
punished by the CLA. The inability of
the said agency to protect migrant
workers was widely presented through
examples and cases that were laid
down during the seminar.

Ramon Bultron, director of the APMM,
said in his intervention that the labor
export program in these host countries
only subjects migrant workers to a
world of exploitation without any
assured protection from the
government. According to him, migrant
workers are forced to leave due to
unemployment back home and the
poverty their families experience.

To cap the program, a plenary was
facil i tated to gather several
recommendations to which both the
government and the NGOs can work on,
some of which are the following: 1) for
NGOs, the creation of an NGO  taskforce
that shall document cases of human
trafficking as well as review existing
government policies, publication of a
review of current and pertinent
legislation in relation to migrant labor;
2) for the government to train its
officials and personnel in better
assisting migrant workers, to have a
constructive interpretation of the anti-
traff icking law as well as better
coordination among the government
agencies in terms of addressing human
trafficking, wide circulation of
propaganda to all sectors, including
migrants, the eradication of the broker
system, and the creation of a standard
contract between employers and
migrant workers.

A PROTEST ACTION in Hong Kong on
February 26 and subsequent statements
of condemnation by the International
Migrants Alliance (IMA) and
International League of Peoples Struggles
(ILPS) underscored the growing tide of
public opinion to stop the impending
crackdown on undocumented migrant
workers and refugees in Thailand.

After March 31, the Thai government
would commence its massive crackdown
on said persons who failed to register in
its national verification scheme. Over 1.4
million migrant workers whose previous
two-year permit has already lapsed could
be deported if they do not register up to
said date, while another one million
others who are not qualified to register
would also be targets of the crackdown.

In its statement, the APMM described the
crackdown as a sly scheme to corner
undocumented migrants and refugees. It
added that the threat of arrest, detention
and deportation unjustly criminalizes
undocumented workers while forcing
refugees such as the Burmese people to
submit to registration with the military
government of Burma is tantamount to
exposing them to further harm.

Majority of those targeted for deportation
are Burmese who fled because of
persecution from their own government.

IMA’s Eni Lestari on the other hand said
that the crackdown shall violate the
ASEAN Declaration on the
Protection and Promotion
of the Rights of Migrant
Workers which the Thai
government recently
signed. She also aired out
Thailand’s tarnished
human rights record after
its maltreatment of the
Rohingyas in early 2009,
and this could never
assure anyone that it shall
protect migrant workers.
 
The IMA likewise sounded
the alarm over the
calibrated attack on
migrant workers. Thailand
is the latest government to

impose a crackdown on migrant workers
following Australia (who recently
imposed a crackdown on skilled
migrants), Italy and Malaysia.

Other than this, the ILPS declared that “It
is ironic that the country where the ASEAN
Declaration on Undocumented Migrant
Workers was signed is now the one in the
top spot of curtailing the rights of
undocumented migrants and migrant
refugees”. Migrants and refugees around
the world must join in solidarity to resist
any attacks to our rights. It is only
through this unity can we overcome
imperialism’s attacks, it added.

The protest action in HK was co-organized
by the APMM, IMA and the Asian Migrants
Coordinating Body (AMCB). They were
joined by other regional and local groups
in HK such as the Asia Human Rights
Commission, Asia Monitor Resource
Center, Free Burma Coalition, and Hong
Kong Confederation of Trade Unions
among others. Additionally, APMM also
initiated an online petition campaign
against the said policy. A copy of the
petition was also submitted to the Thai
consulate after the rally.

It is only through these kinds of actions
including a petition campaign that
generated support from more than 100
organizations and individuals worldwide
can solidarity be generated in opposing
any attacks on undocumented migrants
and refugees.

Various Groups Denounce Impending
Crackdown on Undocument ed Migrant

Workers in Thail and

Migrante - Taiwan presented on the
situation of migrant workers to show the
limiations of the current laws on trafficking

Migrant’s groups, local trade unions and advocates
denounced the Thai government’s plan to crackdown on
migrants and refugees. The protesters said that Thailand’s
operations against undocumented migrants have been
intensifying in the past years.
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Two-Week Rule! No discrimination! We are
workers, we are not slaves! Stop the
commodification of women migrant
workers!

Meanwhile, Filipino women migrants
staged public education and roving
cultural performances to exhort women
OFWs to take an active part in the
movement for societal changes in the
Philippines.

Led by the Gabriela Hong Kong, the women
migrants went around major areas of
congregation of OFWs to relate the
importance of the IWD and its continued
relevance today. They outlined to fellow
OFWs the current condition of Filipino
women who they said are one of the worst
affected by the economic and political
problems in the Philippines.

According to Gabriela HK head Cynthia
Abdon-Tellez, the public teach-ins were
meant to reach out to the broadest
number of women FDWs to explain the
significance of IWD and why women
migrants have to involve themselves in
the movement for the liberation of
women in all spheres as well as the
people’s movement for change.

Filipino women should use all venues to
advance the concerns of women. The
electoral arena is one of such venues
where women can effect change through
ensuring that pro-women and
progressive candidates gain seats,
Abdon-Tellez said.

WOMEN MIGRANT WORKERS in Hong
Kong and elsewhere around the world
commemorated the centennial of the
International Women’s Day with protest
actions to fight for their rights and well
being similar to the first women garment
workers in New York who called for better
working conditions 100 years ago.

“It was the struggle of women that started
the International Working Women’s Day.
It is the same struggle for wage, livelihood,
labour rights, civil and political rights, and
against violence and discrimination that
shall continue to make women and women
migrants strive to strengthen our
movement and link it with our people’s
movement for social justice and liberation.”

This was declared by around a thousand
foreign domestic workers (FDWs) from
the Asian Migrants Coordinating Body
(AMCB) who marched from the Chater
Road to the Central Government Offices
(CGO) on March 7 this year, calling on
the HK government to include foreign
domestic workers in the Statutory
Minimum Wage.

The exclusion of FDWs who are
predominantly women, according to the
AMCB, is a clear manifestation of the HK
government’s treatment of migrant
workers as mere slaves of the modern

times.  Since 1999
FDWs have suffered
series of wage cuts
that put their families
in a state of economic
instability as they can
hardly cope with the
skyrocketing prices of
basic goods and
social services in their
poor countries.

Aggravating their
situation are
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y
policies like the New
Conditions of Stay or
Two-Week Rule and
the live-in employment arrangement that
put them in very vulnerable situations –
long working hours, 24 hours on-call, no
proper rest, exposed to all types of
abuses ranging from verbal, physical to
sexual violence.

Despite dialogues with the Labor
Department and submissions to the
Legislative Council, the HK government
has remained deaf to the conditions and
needs of the FDWs, the AMCB attested.

In a short program at the CGO, the FDWs
chanted their urgent demands: Include
FDWs in the minimum wage law! Scrap the

Stronger global women’s movement mar k
100 th Internat ional Women’s Day

THE MIGRANTS TRADE Union (MTU) of
South Korea has documented for the first
time a crackdown on undocumented
migrant workers in the guise of a police
raid. This only shows how determined
are the South Korean authorities in
getting rid of such workers.

Fifteen police and immigration officers
raided a legitimate meeting of a Nepali
organization called UML inside a
restaurant in Dongdaemun on Feb. 15.
Supposedly they had a warrant to search
for evidences and identification
purposes only.

But instead they arrested 10 Nepali and
were sent directly to the Yangju

immigration detention center.  And of
those arrested, five are MTU members
including its North Branch general
secretary, the UML president and other
Nepali community leaders.

The arrests fit a pattern of targeting
leaders of the MTU and other organized
migrant workers. The national
leadership has in the recent past been
decimated because of arrests done by
South Korean authorities.

At the same time, the South Korean
government is intensifying its
crackdown on undocumented workers
to lower their numbers significantly in
the coming years.

Crackdown in the guise of a
pol ice raid in South Korea

Women around the world commemorated women’s day with
clenched fists. In HK, it was an occasion to highlight the slavery of
women domestic workers.
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VARIOUS GROUPS IN and outside the
Philippines have expressed doubts on
the smooth conduct of elections in Hong
Kong and Singapore through the
Automated Electoral System (AES) and the
Commission on Election’s (COMELEC)
unyielding stance in pushing through
with the new system only reinforces these
doubts.

Groups such as Center for People
Empowerment in Governance (CenPEG),
AES Watch, Kontra Daya, and others
interested in election watch have already
discovered several glitches, transmission
failures, and miscalculations in
Comelec’s recent field tests and mock
elections.

This includes the simulated mock election
held at the Philippine Senate on March
25, which showed that up to 50 percent
of registered voters will most likely be
disenfranchised because of the longer
process it will take for each one to vote.

These can very well be replicated in Hong
Kong and Singapore where the AES will
also be implemented outside the
Philippines. The two places mentioned
account for 21% of the voting population
overseas. And the overseas absentee
voting starts from April 10 – May 10.

Gabriela Women’s Party (GWP) – Hong
Kong chapter had already made a
statement on the issue. It said that the
OAV is no lab test and OFWs are no lab
rats for automated polls. It added that
“You don’t play with our inalienable right
to vote. If the AES is not working as it is
foreseen to be, then the COMELEC must
immediately do something about it
instead of giving false reassurances of
its success”.

GWP said that these shortcomings may
yet again result to disenfranchisement of
OFWs like what happened during the
registration period wherein the lack of
massive information dissemination
campaign has resulted to dismal turnout.
Only the intervention of many OFW
organizations in Hong Kong upped the
rate on the last few weeks of the
registration period.

AES Does Not
Assure Smooth

Elections in HK and
Singapore

AMIDST THE WIDESPREAD neglect of the
Philippine government on the rights and
wellbeing of Filipino migrant workers,
remembering Flor Contemplacion
becomes even more relevant.

Fifteen years ago, the hanging of Flor
Contemplacion drew the anger of
hundreds of thousands of Filipinos in the
Philippines and in other countries.
Contemplacion, a domestic worker in
Singapore accused of murdering fellow
OFW Delia Maga and her ward, was
hanged by the government of Singapore
despite major loopholes in her
conviction.

However, it was not only the government
of Singapore who received flak for its
unjust decision on Contemplacion’s case.
In fact, the Philippine government drew
even more severe criticisms as the case
of Contemplacion became a rallying call
to expose the criminal neglect of the
Philippine government to OFWs who are
in need of assistance. Even more, the case
of Flor showed to the whole nation and
even the world the viciousness and
inhumanity of the Philippine’s labour
export program.

Last March 17, Migrante International,
the foremost alliance of progressive
organizations of overseas Filipinos and
their families led an internationally-
coordinated protest action to

commemorate the death of Flor and to
highlight major cases of neglect and
irresponsibility of the Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo government to OFWs who are in
dire need of help.

“Fift een years aft er the nation was
galvanized into protest action by the
hanging of a Filipina domestic helper in
Singapore, the plight of OFWs has turned
for the worse. Under the Arroyo
government, appalling stories of abuse
in foreign lands and the government ’s
neglectful response have become
everyday stories,” said Garry Martinez,
Migrante International chairperson.

The group called GMA the chief
executioner of OFW rights and welfare.

Families of OFWs in jail, have already
been executed or facing other types of
problems also joined the protest action
to call for the government to exert actions
and political will to save OFws in
distress.

Migrante International figured
prominently in 1995 during the campaign
to save the life of Flor. According to
Martinez, one of the greatest lessons
learned by OFWs during that time was
the importance of collective action for
the defense of rights and wellbeing of
migrants and families.

Fil ipino migr ants remember Flor

Filipino migrant workers denounced the criminal neglect of the Philippine government to
OFWs. In an internationally-coordinated actions, Migrante International and its affiliates
likened the current condition to the time of Flor Contemplacion.
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SEEKING JUSTICE FOR their legitimate rights from the
Philippine government, 42 women caregivers who arrived
home from their ordeal in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(KSA) conducted a protest camp-out at the Overseas Workers
Welfare Administration (OWWA).  Their collective struggle
gained them initial victory with some tangible demands from
OWWA. They also strongly urged the Philippine government
to permanently ban Annasban Group of Companies  from
recruiting and deploying overseas Filipino workers (OFWs),
for the scrapping of the OWWA Omnibus Policy, and to extend
due assistance to the remaining caregivers at Annasban.

In their three-day camp-out that from March 3, they relayed
the exploitation they experienced and the neglect by the
Philippine government’s officials in OWWA, Philippine
Overseas Labor Office (POLO), the Philippine Overseas
Employment Administration (POEA) and Department of
Foreign Affairs (DFA)when they sought help.

They said that the Philippine government representatives
“assisted” them by colluding with Annasban to send them
home without full redress of their labour claims and benefits
and also denying them the chance to seek justice for the
maltreatment and forced detention by Annasban.

In October 2009, 88 workers staged a work stoppage hoping
for Annasban to resolve the gross violation of their working
contracts, i.e., wage rates reduction and unpaid wages, long
working hours, benefits denied, and for the verbal and
physical abuses.

They said, they also reported their case to the Philippine
government to assist them and later went to the Migrante
International chapter in KSA when they could not see any
help from their government representatives.

They said they were forced to go into hunger strike in January
2010, along with their families support at home who sought
audience again with the DFA and OWWA.  Only in March
2010 that the Philippine government acted on their labour
and welfare grievances but these was detested by the
caregivers because of the alleged collusion of the Philippine
government officials with Annasban.

They also condemned the POEA and OWWA for the treatment
accorded them when they sought refund for their airplane
tickets, unclaimed wages and unused contract term and other
benefits. They also called for the scrapping of the OWWA
Omnibus Policy that makes their claims for benefits even
more difficult.  They also demand for Annaban’s permit
revocation.

Their case shows us one more time that justice and redress
is attained when it is faced collectively. It may take a long
way but their collective determination to pursue until the
Philippine government is obliged to render them their
demands, will surely be attained.

(Annasban is known as a notorious company that recruits
and deploys migrant workers from the Philippines to KSA.)
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PILAR LAUNCHING POSKO PENGADUAN PELAYANAN
KONSULAT INDONESIA DI HONG KONG

(PILAR LAUNCH COMPLAINT POST FOR CONSULATE
SERVICES)

UNTUK MENINGKATKAN KUALITAS pelayanan bagi pekerja migran
Indonesia, Persatuan BMI Hong Kong Tolak Overcharging (PILAR)
melaunching Posko Pengaduan Pelayanan Konsulat Indonesia
Minggu kemarin, 28 Maret 2010. Posko yang akan diadakan
selama satu bulan penuh ini akan menggalang masukan dari
kalangan BMI tentang dengan keluhan mereka seputar pelayanan
Konsulat dan perbaikan apa yang perlu dilakukan agar lebih baik
lagi dalam melayani dan melindungi BMI di Hong Kong.

Rencananya hasil penggalangan keluhan ini akan diberikan
kepada Konsulat RI di Hong Kong di bulan Mei melalui dialog
terbuka yang akan diinisiatifi oleh PILAR. Namun sebelumnya PILAR
juga akan mengadakan forum bersama dengan organisasi-
organisasi BMI di Hong Kong untuk membahas hasil penggalangan
keluhan sebelum diberikan kepada Konsulat Indonesia.

Women migr ants pursue case vs
Saudi company and RP gov’t neglect

THE INTERNATIONAL DEFEND Committee led a global day of
coordinated actions last March 26 in support of the bid of Prof.
Jose Maria Sison for a permanent resident status in The
Netherlands following the European Court of Justice’s positive
judgment that cleared his name of any criminal charges.

Actions were conducted in countries such as Philippines and Hong
Kong. Protesters submitted the petition that the DEFEND Committee
circulated for the said demand.

In their action, HK DEFEND
underscored the fact there’s no
more legaln impediments to
Sison being granted residency.
They call for the governments
of The Netherlands, Philippines
and the United States to stop
from their political persecution
of Sison. They said that they will
continue to pursue actions for
Sison who is a respected anti-
imperialist activist.

Advocates join hands with
Sison to demand r esidency

According to HK DEFEND, there
should be no more impediment to
Sison’s getting his right to become
a Dutch citizen.


