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Grassroots migrants and advocates hold successful
2nd IAMR during A thens GFMD 2009

THE ANCIENT Abof civiization that was Geece
played host to a forum that promoted modern-d
slavery. But gessioots migant were also thee to
challenge it and voice the demands of the migra
workers against commodification and intensifyi
exploitation of those who toil.

For the second time, grassroots migrants ca
together to expose the agenda of the Global Forum
Migration and Development (GFMD) that held its th
meeting in Athens, Greece. The Second Internatid
Assembly of Migrants and Refugees (IAMR)
attended by nore than 100 delegates and guests fro
45 organizations of migrants, refugees and advocs
from 20 countries and was held last November 1-4
the Athens University of Economics and Business,
the Polytechnic University of Athens.

; ; ; igrants and refugees around the world have again proven the power of solidarify as the
Representatives of grassroots organizations & q’lﬁnda of the GF?\/ID in Greece and future designs c?n migrationr.) ’ g
advocates from all parts of the globe — North al
South America, Asia-Pacific, Europe, Africa and the In his inpirational messag, Piof. Jose Maria Sison,
Middle East — came together for the IAMR2 with the themehairpeson of the Imernational League of Roples Strugle
“Uphold and Defend the Rights of Migrants and Refugees Agai(isPS), urged the delegates, to expose migration as the result
Exploitation, War and Discriminatory Laws, Amidst the Glokahd furtherance of super-exploitation and underdevelopment
Economic Crisis. Oppose ‘Fortress Europe’ Policies and theirEithpoverished countries and to oppose the prettification of
Return Directive!”. The IAMR2 as m-organized by the migration as an instrument of development under the auspices
International Migrants’ Alliance (IMA), Migrante Internationalpf the US-dictated policy of “neoliberal globalization.
Asia-Pacific Mission for Migrants, IBON International, Union
of Working Reople of Geece and Migante Euppe, and vas The keynote address for the event was given by Eni Lestari, an
firmly supported by the Network of Migrants and Refugeefidonesian domestic worker in Hong Kong, and chair of the
Social Support. IMA. She stressed the need for migrants and refugees to speak
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and act for themselves and showed théssues  of  the
importance of building of the IMA as aundocumented, their
historical decisive move of migrants andcriminalization and
refugees all over the world to do this. Shefortress euope’, 6)
urged the delegates to organize, expandighting racism,
the IMA and establish alliances on thediscrimination,
country level to do more coordinative xenophobia  and
supportive actions to ensure victories infascism, 7) politica
campaigns, to unite and fight against theempowerment and
enforcement of the EU Return Directive participation  for
to forge strong unity and solidarity withs u cce s siv
the local workers and progressivegenerations of
peoples’ organizations to strengthen themigrants and
unity of the working people, and to confronting policies
continuously expose and oppose GFMBnd problems in
and all other designs by imperialism. integration, 8)
engaging the UN ang
Plenay inputs were given by Tony Tujan  other international The Second IAMR makes the EU Return Directive policy as one of |ts most
Jr, director of IBON Iternational, who bodies in upholding|important agenda as said policy is projected to impacts hundreds of thousand
tackled the global capitalist crisis andand advancing th
migrant labor; Errkos Rnalis of the rights and welfare of
Union of Working Feople of Geece who migrants and refugees, 9) drawingRefugees Social Support, with the
talked about the reality behind ‘fortress lessons from campaigns on rightscooperation of other progressive Greek
Europe’ and the various actions andwvelfare and resistance, and developinggroups. More than 5,000 people joined
resistance being waged by migrants anén education campaign on arousingthe demonstration, with the IAMR2
refugees themselves with the support oforganizing and mobilizing migrants,delegation at the forefront of the march.
progressive European advocates andefugees and advocates. The reports of
labor goups, and; &resa Gutierez of the the workshops were eagerly listened toTeresa Gutierez, pokersperson of IAMR2
US-based May 1 Coalition for Immigrantsind lder, the appoval of the poposel said that governments in receiving
and Workers’ Riglts, who peserted a resolutions animated the delegates intocountries following the dictates of their
critique of sending countries’ migrationenlightening debates, discussions angbrincipals — the capitalist class, have
and development policies and strategiesclarifications. sought to isolate the migrants and
refugees from their natural ally — the
Nine workshop groups went to work to The IAMR2 declaration was approvedvorking class of these countries. She
tackle a broad range of issues related t@and stressed on the fact that thestressed that the 5,000-strong political
migrants and refugees, namely: 1) impacfundamental solution to the problem of demonstration showed the unity of the
of the global crisis on migrants andforced migration in the poverty-stricken workers and the progressive people of
refugees and peoples responses, 2) semi-colonial countries is all-roundedGreece with the migrants and refugees.
situation of women migrant workers, 3) development; that this development must Thus, Gutierrez declared, “we are
marginalization of migrant labor andbe mainly a self-reliant developmentbuilding a progressive movement of
relations with trade unions and socialmaking use of the local human andmigrants and refugees that stands united
movements, 4) state repression ofmaterial resources; that foreign aid fromand strong and that will not allow the
migrants, denial of rights to asylum, andhe wealthy countries is only capitalig class b divide us agin’
the attacks on political refugees undersupplementary and considered as
the so-alled “war on trror”, 5) ugent payment of historical debt; that such kindThe GFMD is determined to intensify
of development can only exploitation of migrants with its grand
happen through a radical plans. But grassroots migrants and
and fundamental change advocates for the rights of migrant
of the present world order workers and refugees are determined to
and calls no less for the expose and thwart the GFMD every step
dismantling of political of the way.
and economic structures
that perpetuate the In the next GFMD in Mexico, migrants
iniguitous relations around the world shall again show that
between the exploited and solidarity is getting stronger among
exploiting countries. migrants. Solidarity is the response of
grassroots against the onslaught of
The highlight of the second neoliberal globalization and its agenda
IAMR was the big on migrants and migration.
. demonstration held on
The Second IAMR remains true to to its avowed goal of brindindy theemideerof 4. It was Through solidarity and participation in
the grassts migrants themselves ingtee &nst commodificatior) @rganized mainly by the respective naional movemerts, migarnt’s
migrants and rmodey siay. Network of Migrants and victory will be achieved®
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Cwil societies day in 3rd G-MD falls short on  Faith-based and migr ants
. . . groups hold dialogue in Greece
transparency and grassroots participat ion

MORE THAN 0O CSGCs -
including representatives fro
faith-based organizations, UN e
agencies, ILO, trade unions a
labor related institutions,
business and academe fro
different countries including
Greece - participated in the Ci
Society Days of the 3rd Globj{
Forum on Migration and
Development (GFMD) held lag
2 and 3 November in Atheng
Greece. The CSD was organiz
by the Alxander S. Onasis
Public Benefit Foundation.

_ A DIALOGUE BETWE#ihh based and
migrants groups was held last
November 3 at the Best Western Hotels
SN in Athens, Greece. It was attended by
18 participants including the migration
and development consultant of the
Bread for the World, Ndional Coundi
of Churches in the Philippines,
Presbyterian Church of the Republic of
Korea, EMA/UCCP Migmt Ministry in
Europe and various im/migrants and
refugee organizations from USA,
Europe, Hong Kong, Thailand, Malaysia,
Bangladesh and Israel.

To make it more relevant and responsive, the future CSp of the

GFMD must put premium in in making its process more|trangDggainizations, mostly from the
and democratic and accessible to grassroots migrants. International Migrants Alliance

AP(IjVIM vvt?s pc;ezemt'ﬂ the CSD dtabl i d t i< H h shared about their issues and struggles
an attende € roundtable continued to exist. However, suc in their respective countries. They also

discussions. phroblem of.transparenlcy was Juhst %‘Fenﬁlfgamp”“ed the importance of faith-
the many ISSUes evolving In t € based organizations in responding to
The general theme of the CSD waand its processes. More than this was 3 ;
N ) . . L . . -~ the needs and interest of migrants.
Integrating Migration Policies into the real agenda of the GFMD to intensify
Development Strategies for the Benefit oicommodification of labor through forced
All". The pobgram includel four migration in a global scale by denying
roundtable discussions on particularthe root causes of forced migration and
topics related to the general theme andintegrating migration with economic
plenary sessions for the open forum. policies in the guise of development.

The dialogue resulted in a common
agreement to explore a range of
possibilities for joint action which
include campaigns to stop the
criminalization and deportation of the

. . . undocumented migrants, rights of
However, despite represertations from In practice, the CSD process helped U0 o e v e jgbs Iivelihgod and

different sectors, it was observed that fewcamouflage the real agenda of GFMD an(ﬁustice and engaging the UN system for
grassroots migrants were present duringhe lack of significant numbers of the pro’tection of migrants and members
the CSD and many of the questions raisegrassroots migrants in the GFMD e

especially on the opening day wereprocesses added up to the reality that
related to research studies such asGFMD will not create a condition where
validity of the data collected, the very basic issues will be addressed.
methodologies and survey strategies

rather than the day-to-day struggles ofHowever, despite the naure of the GFMD was welcomed. Participants also
migrants and their &milies. Morover, being a non-binding forum of different expressed interest to have another
the roundtable discussions, althoughstates, there were governments who dialogue during the 4 GFMD in
some were quite intensive andremained critical of the issues of Mexico. 2010

participative, many of those important migrants such as those of the Mercosur ' ;

points raised in the discussions werecountries who registered opposition to The dialogue was organized by the
omitted and missing in the final reports.the Eubpean Union$ Return Directive NCCPEMR/UCCP Migmt Ministry,

Policy. Thee were also some civsocigy J\/Iigrante Europe and the IMA)

A proposal for a consultation of the
ecumenical community in labor-
sending and labor-receiving countries

It was observed later that no one fromgroups in the CSD of the GFMD who coul
the participants was involved in thestill be encouraged to take progressive
process of consolidating the results ofactions in support of the grassroots
the discussions as well as in drafting thenigrants’ agenda and demands. These
reports and recommendations. Reportscould help the migrants who could be
were not revalidated before submissionsmobilized in the national and
to the plenay. international levels to fight against
discrimination, xenophobia, exploitation
Thus, problem of transparency wasand oppression of migrants.
obvious in the process.

In short, despite the nature and status of
It may also be recalled that such issuethe GFMD, the need for engagement both
related to transparency were presentinside and outside the GFMD remains| Faith-based communitiesnjgiant oles to
during the first and second CSO meetingignificant® play and services to provide for the empgwerment of
of the GFMD. Despite criticisms, it migrant workers and families.
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Advancing the r ecognition of domestic work as
wor k campaign in the IL O

A dialogue and strategy meeting betweeracademe and service provide
grassroots migrants and trade unionghat directly assist aggrieve
on the proposed ILO convention formigrant workers participateo
domestic workers outlined their would- in that important dialogue held
be collective efforts to further advocate on 4 November 2009 in Athen
for the passing of the said conventionGreece. They came fro
for domestic workers’ rights. TheseMalaysia, Hong  Kong
were: a common e-group forlIndonesia, Banglades L
information and communication Philippines, Canada, US ang
exchanges, lobbying ILO representativeSenegal. Organizations thg
of governments and trade unionsattended were AMURA, BOMS
including regional trade union Confederation Nationale de
formations in Asia and Africa, acquiringlravailleurs du Seneg (CN8),
national women organizations” andFilipino Migrant Workers
various migrant formations’ support Union, GAAW Irternational
and endorsement, supporting Migrants Alliance (IMA), IMA Researclon Women Lav and Deelopment
grassroots domestic  workers’Foundaion, IWC, Indiana Uniersity, (APWLD) and the Asia Pacific Mission
formations and participation in the Malaysian Tade Union Congsss (MTUC), for Migrants (APMM) initiated the event.
trade union movement, and achievingMay Frst Labor Morement in the UFDWR is a network that pioneered the
stronger unities on the framework and Philippines (KMU), MWR-Canadacampaign for the recognition of
content of the convention with more NAFSON, OKIR Phlippine Forum-N¥ domestic work as work, one-day paid off
participating organizations’, trade USA, USA PINAX TEN&SANIA, Thai perweek and published the Saya Migran
unions and groups in another broaderRegional Alliance, rans-Asia Sters - a comic hand-out that popularize the
consultation meeting. Associdon (TASAT). campaign for migrants to know their

basic rights. This comic has been
Twenty-four representatives of 18 Members of the United for Foreigncirculated among grassroots migrants
grassroots organizations of migrantsDomestic Workers Rigls (UFDVR) such and service providers in the countries
and trade unions, members of theas the CARAM-Asia, Asia Pacific Foruafiwork.()

IMA: ready to face the challenges of 2010

THE INTERNKONAL COORDINMGBody commencement of the secondlAMR such as criminalization and
(ICB) of the International MigrantsInternational Assembly of Migrants andviolence against migrants and refugees;

e

Migrant workers, trade unions and advocates explore ways to enst
protection obmestionkers rights in @ convention.

Alliance (IMA) held a meeting last 31Refugees. recognizing domestic work as labor and
October 2009 in Athens, Greece to design defending their rights as workers; wages
the plans of the allianceof next year. ICB chairperson, Eni Lestari opened anaind job security; structural and other
The meeting was held prior to thefacilitated the meeting. forms of violence against women, UN

system and various conventions;
Lestari reviewed the democratic and political rights of

—

"ldFﬂm!dngatmnl past work of IMA since migrants, and; on migration and
v c'r'EﬂtEJ ‘ its last meeting in development.
' obs at Hom October 2008. She

reported the series of Such issues were developed into thematic
statements released themes and task forces among the ICB
1 on various issues and were formed.
| concerns as well as
active participation in The ICB also decided to continue
major events such as organizing a counter event in the next
the G20 Summit in GFMD to be held in Mexico in 2010 and
Pittsburgh, USA andto participate in the upcoming
the IAMR in Manila. Internaional Women’s Cofference b be
held in Montreal, Canada in August 2010.
The ICB plans focus on
% major issues Part of the 2010 plans is membership
The ICB of the IMA continues to lead the alliance in successful cqniig4Hifigd during the expansion in various global regions and
activities such as the Second International Assembly of Migrants faddRefugees ifounding the establishment of IMA chapters in
Athens, Greece. assembly and the first various countries and global regio@.

Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants



News Digest November 2009 5

AMCB protests against GFMD 0

MORE THAN 800 MIGRAMIrkers from hold on to its position that FDWs be ] :
the Asian Migrants Coordinating Bodyexcluded from the Statutory Minimum fas eearEss sorErss
(AMCB) organized a rally against th&vage (SMW). =
Global Forum on Migration and
Development (GFMD) on November 1 ifieven if the FDWs are included in thd
Hong Kong. Labour Ordinance, the Exco like those i
most countries do not consider domesti

The AMCB called for an end to modermwork as work. This is in violation of thg | !
day slavery and commodification ofprinciples of anti-discrimination [ Commodification and nbalestay kill rights
migrant workers; inclusion of Foreignenshrined in instruments of the 223_2’;&Sspt:;?e/::v'iﬁBHﬂ?p'Cts in it billboar
Domestic Workers (FOWVs) in HK in the International Labour Organization (ILO}
minimum wage bill; and in upholding theas well as the United Nations (UN).
rights of domestic workers as workers.

_ Other than the_e_xclusmn of FDWs in th%ccording to the group, policies of the
Up to now, FDVs in HK a held hosage SMW other policies tha reduce migant government of HK and those of sending
by the HK gvernmert’s discrimingory ~workers into modern-day slaves include,q ntries adhere to the agenda of the
Minimum Allavable Wage (MAN) which  the New Conditions of 3 or Wo-Week sEMD of commodification. AMCB said
allowed arbitrary reduction in their Rule that puts many FDWs in a vulnerablg, they will continue to resist such a
wages. ¥t the HK gvernmert through the condition of abuse. Another is thedesign detrimental to the rights of
Executive Council (ExCo) continues tmandatory live in arrangement that hasmigrants.

¢is for the

the same effect on FDWSs.

RP @nGen admit s ignorance on legal basis of AOS
OFWs In Macau fear fee oollection is for 2010 elections

In a dialogue with the ifpino officials offload those who fail to show The ConGen was also asked why he did
Community on November 6, Philippineany AOS. Its intended purposenotinquire on the legal basis of the AOS
Consul General in Macau Jaime Victasupposedly is to stop illegal recruitmentas early as in June this year when it was
Ledda admitted that his office is issuingdf Flipinos b Maau but, in eality, all firstimplemented by the Bl. He was also
out Affidavits of Support (AOS) sinceone has to do is bribe his/her way out ofreminded that it was the Hlipino
June without knowing its legal basis. Buthe Immigition counter. community - through a petition made
instead of admitting his shortcoming, by 12 organizations mostly from
the ConGen blamed OFWs in Macau fdPreviously the A0S ves also equired for  Catholic Church groups and Migrante -
allegedly clamouring for these even ifa short time in 2003 and in 2006. Butthat pushed him to have a dialogue with
their office does not require this. these were scrapped because of thehem on the méter.

outrage it caused from the Flipino
At the same time, ConGen Ledda tried teommunity in Macau. A former head oflt is unbelievable that up to now the Con
divert the call of the community to scrapthe Bl even described the AOS a&en did not get any information from
the AOS by urging the OFWs to fileinconstitutional among others. the Bl on the legality of the AOS. He did
complaints against anomalous not have to go all the way to Manila to
practices of Philippine Immigration During the dialogue, hwever, ConGen get this information. But more than that
officials in requiring OFWs to showlLedda admitted that up to now he has notCon Gen Ledda should be investigated
these to them before embarking. yet been informed officially by the Bl whyfor allowing the issuance of the AOS
Migrante-Macau fears that the Con Gerthey require the AOS. This is despite thand earning from this without bothering
is being pressured by Malacanang tdact tha the first dialogue on the Hipino to know if it is required or not. This is
raise funds dér the adminigration’s community's demand ¢ scap the AOS both a show of incompetence and an
presidential candidate in the comingwas on September 22 and the ConGeabuse of paver.
2010 elections. promised then to report to the OFW

community after his return from the To address the issue, ConGendda
The affidavit of support (AOS) is beindghilippines on September 30 on anymerely suggested for victims to file
required by Philippine Bureau ofdevelopments on this. complaints against immigration
Immigration (Bl) officials in ports of officials who take bribes for those who
departure for all Rlipinos who vant to ConGen Ledda was also reminded that theave no AOS or offload those who even
go to Macau direct from the Philippines.OFWs are forced to get the AOS becaud®ave copies of these. Participants in the
This includes family members, relativegheir family members, relatives and dialogue were not satistifed with this.
and friends of Hipinos working in friends are being offloaded from their
Macau. These should be certified by theplanes if they fail to show this to Migrant organizations in Macau are

Philippine Consulate in Macau at a cosimmigration officers. ready to hold protest actions to ensure
of MOP220 (P1320). Immigration the scrapping again of the AQY).
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MIGRANTE-Macau hotls 1st GA

MIGRANTE MACAU HEitfirst S
General Assembly on November
It was attended by 42 membery
majority of who are domestiq
workers.

Its theme was Advance the Rig
and Welfare of Migant Workers in
Macau, Support the People
Movement in the Philippines.

The guest speaker of the Assemt

was Vicky Casia Cabantac, chaif Of . . —
. omation oMigrant Macaairgs mersignificance as OFWs

Migrante Sectoral Party - Hong Kong e issuesviigrant’ Bill and AOS

chapter (MSP —HK). Migrante

Macau migrants
hold dialogue
with Labour
Bureau exec

THE MACAU MIGRANRI§hts Network
(MMRN) was invited to an hour-long
dialogue by Labour Affairs Bureau
Director Shuen K Hung on Na 19.

Said dialogue covered some questions
especially with regards to the New
Migrants Bill, namely: the six months
re-entry ban, the levy on employers for
the non-resident workers and the

Macau Wa§ transformed from' MSP,‘She also added that the mi
Macau which was first established in
2004.

grants shouldtransfer to other job categories, aside
also advocate sectoral and national from the issues concerning some
issues such as the delisting of MSP angractices of placement agencies and
the gruesome massacre in Maguindanao.employers affecting the non-resident

Caalina ¥ma was eleced chairpeson. D -

In her keynote speech she said thatrq tormation of Migrante Macau augurs
Filipino migmnt workers in Ma@u el for the migrants’ movement in the Director Shuen Ka Hung explained that
should continue to oppose the New tomer pyrtuguese lony. It is epeced  the six months re-entry ban would be
Migrants Law of Macau and the Affidavity, ¢ they will spearhead more militant imposed on those who have pending
of Support being required by theformg of struggle to ensure that their contracts but abandons his/her work
Philippine government officials 10 gpts and welfare are uphel@® without any reason. He said that a
Rlipinos who wisha @ to Maau. non-resident worker is not allowed to
. . . enter into another contract while the
RoOA Asia p|ans out aid advocacies  former s st in effect. The director
added that such worker who does the
The Reality of Aid — Asia held its meetin§angladesh and Sri Lanka came togethebove can still go to Macau as a tourist
on November 19 and 20 in Colombo, Sidnd discussed the current trends in aid but cannot work for a period of 6
Lanka to plan out its strategies for theissues including climate change months.
next three years as well as consolidatéinancing, aid flows and progress in

the organization to further strengthen its discourses on development and aid.
advocacies.

Regarding the levy, the Labour Déctor
said that the levy will be paid by the

From the discussions on the emerging€mployer and cannot be passed on to

RoOA members from
Philippines, China, Hong Kong, Mongoliaf the themes for its alvocacy Research
Japan, South Korea, India, Nepalopics vere also poposal to the body

Selection of a
Steering Committee
was also conducted.
Elected as
chairperson was
Antonio Tujan of Ibon
International while
elected members
were from Indonesia,

: Members from
T Central Asia and the
— Middle East are

FLLLERY

expected to choose
from their ranks their
subregional

RoA Asia meeting in Sri Lanka results to a more consolidated netwprkeprasentative to the
expanding issues on aid and development effectiveness. Steering Committee.

T

China and Sri Lanka.

Indonesia,issues, the meeting decided to cover mostthe non-esidert workers. D support

his explanation, a leaflet that contains
a notice for non-resident workers was
distributed. In it can be found, among
others, that the employer is required
to transfer directly to the bank account
of the migant worker his/her salay.

As to the transfer to other job
categories, the Labour Director stated
that a non-resident worker can only
transfer to another job category after
the expiration of his/her contract. He
also said thabefore the trander, the
non-resident worker is required to
return to his/her home ountry.

When the issue on the regulation of
placement agencies and the
confiscation of documents by some
placement agencies or employer was
raised, the Labour Director responded

Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants
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by saying that a fee equivalent to 10conclusion that the six months re-entrybecause of the non-existence of any law
month salary and the confiscation ofban is discrminatory for it imputes athat governs this practice.

documents, is illegal. He said that nongraver penalty and places the non-

resident workers should come out andresident worker in a much disadvantagedt.  Some of the pvisions on Maau's

complain to the Bureau so that theyposition. labour relations laws are difficult to
would be able to act on these illegal understand because it seems to
practices, otherwise they cannot be of2. Employing local workers does notontradict other provisions in it. Others
help. require paymert of a levy. The fund ér differ in content while referring to the

such a tax would go to a social securitgame issue such asticles 71 and 72
During the dialogue, Director Hung alsdund where non-resident workers do noton termination of contract.
encouraged the MMRN to register sobenefit. An example of this is that foreign
that it can better advocate for the rights workers pay more for health and Director Shuen Ka Hung also informed
of migrants and refer cases to it moreeducational services than the localthe MMRN that they would set talks with
effectively. residents. the non-resident workers to inform
them of the contents of the new law by
Nevertheless, the MMRN feels that theAt the moment, most, if not all, foreign Januay next year. Whie this is mos
issues should have been discussedomestic workers are not paid throughwelcome, it would have been better if
more sultstantially. With only an hour their bank accounts. the Bureau conducted hearings before
for a dialogue, some important the law took effect and not the other
qguestions still remain unanswered,3. Asto the issue concerning placementay around.
while others ae unclar. Among thee agencies and some employers, the
are the following: Association of Indonesian MigrantThe Migrants Bill, despite its anti-
Workers (A'KI) which is a member of themigrant provisions, would still be
1. It is already clear in the labouMMRN, had already tried in the past toimplemented by April next year and the
law that when a non-resident complain about paying to placementmigrant workers only options are to
terminates the contract before its agencies a fee equivalent to 10 monthgjuestion the Bill in court and raise it
expiration, a penalty is already set. salary and the confiscation of travelto the international level such as the
When such case involves a residentjocuments. They were told by the Bureaunternational Labour Organization
there is no additional sanction. Frompersonnel that they cannot act on this(ILO) and the United Nation®)
this perspective, one cannot avoid the

Promosikan Or ganisasi Lewat Panngung
Hibur an BMI

ASOSIASI TEGA KERIndonesia (AKI- sebelum acara dimulai diadakanBasis AKIYuen Long mengku sempt
HK) Bsis Yien Long mengglar ppnggung  lingkaran seni yang menampilkan tariargrogi karena ini baru pertama kalinya
hiburan BMI 2009, pada tanggal 15radisional di beberapa tempat BMIdia membuat program seperti ini, namun
november 2009 yang lalu. Acara inberkumpul. Tap tiap peerta bisa dibilang puas juga berkat
diselengyarakan di dwn Hall ien Long. menampilkan kebolehanya dengankekompakan lolekif ATKI Bais yuenlong
Panggung hiburan kali ini mengambisempurna. Ada 3 orang juri dalam lombanampu merekrut anggota baru sebanyak
tema “ Dalam Rangka Merayakanni, Yani dari Wanodya, Kki dari Al 7 orang. Semoga dengan adanya
Kemenangan Umat Islam Mari kitaFacilah dan ¥ni dari Agkabar Kiteria panggung hiburan BMI 2009 ini
Tingkatkan kKesadaran BMI, Umuk penilaian lomba tari tradisional adalahKesadaraan BMI untuk memperjuangkan
Melawan Penindasan dalam Meraihkeluwesan, kekompakan, keserasiamak- haknya terus meningkat. Hidup
Kesejahteraan” bertujuan untuk pakaian, serta kreatifitas dari peserta.Buruh Migrant Indonesi{®)
mempererat tali silaturahmi diantara Akhirnya terpilih 3 pemenang dag
organisasi yang ada disekitar yuen lon@0 partisipant juara | dirai
selain itu juga untuk mempromosikanRainbow Juarall Sanggar Bud
pentingnya berorganisasi kepada BMtan juara IlI Singo Umbord
yang belerja di Yien Long. Sedangkan untuk lomba karao
dari 20 orang peserta terpili
Ada dua macam perlombaan yandayanti sebagai juara | sekalig
dilombakan di dalam acara ini, yaitumerangkap juara piliha
lomba tari tradisional peserta diambilpenonton dengan mendapat 11
dari anggota organisasi atau dari grouguara, juara Il diraih Eko da
BMI serta lomba karaoke bebas, untukuara Il diraih Awien. Jujuk da
lomba karaoke diambil dari individuLisa masing- masing meraih jua
yang khususnya BMI yang bekerja di yuemarapan | dan II.
Long dan daerah sekitarnya. Untuk
menark massa agr daang le Town Hall, Menurut Angga selaku Sekretarjg
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MIGRANTE Aotearoa holds APMM joins global

Founding Assembly confab on food
sovereignty

LIKE THE MIGRI¥Y bid
of New Zealand, around
10% of the Philippine
population migrate to
“food-rich areas” around
the globe. The 10 millio
Owerseas Flipino
Workers (OFW) ae like
the several million
seabirds around Ne -
Zealand that compete fof ? : b’
food, migrating across More than 600 people from 93 countries
the equaor, finding bod- i participated in the event and came out

rich areas of ocean of*| e ; i = with a declaration that reflects the
continental shelf l P \ demand of CSOs and organizations of

THE ASIA PACIRGsion for Migrants
(APMM) &tended the Reoples Forum on
Food Sovereignty last November 13 — 17
in Fome, laly. The @ent was the @arallel
forum of civil society organizations to the
World Food Summit on &od Security
the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations.

peasants, fisherfolks and other food
We chose the migrator producers for food sovereignty as the
bird to be our logo as | e - S solution for the global food problem.

symbolises our yearningrhe foundingMigrante AoterNew Zealand dakihe sajes ofFilipino
to fly high for the causgmigrants in said cpunta highereleofmilitance and consolidation.

of migrants’ rights and

The declaration stated thatFood
sovereignty entails transforming the

welfare. But unlke the migetory birds, Hipinos current food system to ensure that those
and other migrants in New Zealand dayho produce food have equitable access
Browsing through http:// not enjoy free flights to visit loved onesto, and ontrol over land, waer, seals,

www.teara.govt.nz/en/bird-migration/1, at a regular repeated and s@sonal fisheries and agricultural biodiversity

we learn that most migrating birds movepackage. If only people could fly like

to a more favourable climate as winterbirds, migrants do not have to sufferAs a commitment to further advancing the
approaches. Wo ecies of cucko ae prolonged separation from familiesstruggle for food sovereignty, the
the only land-based NZ species thawhile facing job insecurity and participants vowed to increase the level
migrate overseas. The shining cuckog@recarious immigration status. of organization of those involved in the
winters in the western tropical Pacific — campaign, build broader networks and
from Indonesia to the Solomon IslandsOn our bunding naional essembly &  conduct joint actions in the future®

and Bismarck Archipelago. The longwe gathered at the end of spring and
tailed cuckoo or koekoe tends to winterbeginning of summenwe wishel to be
further east, from the Bismarck like the shining cuckoo — a messenger ¢
Archipelago across to the Marquesas an#iope, unity and sengh of Flipinos
Tuamotu Islands of Einch Plynesia. helping one another to face challengeg
Returning to NZ, their distinctive calls argn a foreign land.
a sign of spring, as in the proverb:

Under the theme Adwancing the Rigis
Ka tangi te wharauroa, ko ng karereand Welfare of Hlipinos and other
Mahuru. (If the shining cuckoo cries, it idligrants in Aoearoa;” seventy-five (75)
the messenger of spring.) members and guests gathered on 5this
December while around 200 memberd Monopoly of food production continues to irftensify th
For birds, the phenomenon of migrationand Emiles jonal Migeae's Chrismas | 905 %248er b0 somenty shou be o o
is regular repeated, seasonal maemert  gathering and witnessed the oath-taking food production.
from places where they breed to anotherof newly-elected officers on"6
place, then back again in time to breedDecember The &sembly APMM NEWS Dl est
For people — majority ofifipinos and adopted a general program @ g
migrants of other ethnicities are swept action that include Campaign b is a publication of the Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants (APMM) ~ Research,
intO the phenomenon Of forced migration for protection Of redundant Documentation and Publication Program. Its office is located at:
because of long-standing economignigrant workers, amnesty fo /i paifc Mission or Migrants (APMM)
injustice their respective countries migrants displaced under th Tel Not (852) 2723 7536 Fax No: (352) 2735 4559
Where governments fall to ensure theeconomic recession and revie " E-mail: apmm@hknet.com Website: www.apmigrants.org
peop|es b$|C righs to fOOd, housing Of the V\bl’k-to-%sidence Anyreprodl_Jcti(_)norliftingofanicleshereinisallowedonlywhenduerecognition
education and employment. Thus,scheme, promotion of the Coungjl ©**"*****"
millions of people fly to other continents of Trade Unions Larning Rps | foiore Toam famen s uon = Esvada Buhay Bangeanayan
in search of “food-rich aeas’ for Migrants, among other(®)
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